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“I’ll keep to any teacher of Zen, alive between 1950 and today,” writes Mark T Morse of his new art project, a series of brush-and-ink portraits of modern dharma teachers, each married with a short teaching/quote by its subject. “My primary goal,” Morse says, “is to visually explore the rich and diverse world of individuals shaping what is presently called Zen, to explore modern Zen lineages via portrait drawings.”
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	Kosen Eshu Martin



	“When we engage in this formal practice we find that in spite of all of our efforts, again and again we rub up against one another in a way that makes us uncomfortable, in a way that makes us angry or upset. This practice doesn’t steer away from these kinds of interactions but instead binds us together so that by rubbing up against one another we become polished, smooth.” 




 

	Tetsugen Bernard Glassman



	“Each of us is an arm of Kannon, enabling Kannon to do her work. Like her, we’re also overwhelmed, but when we reallize that the millions of pieces are all operating as one, then there’s no problem. The reason we get overwhelmed is that we’re attached to a certain result or that we want to achieve a certain result or that we to achieve a certain goal. If we weren’t attached we wouldn’t be overwhelmed. It’s endless. And we just take one step after the next.” 




 

	Enkyo Pat O’Hara



	“Truly “being” the anger is a liberating and empowering feeling. Whether it’s dealing with the minor squalls of irritation and impatience that daily beset us, like when the person jumps ahead of us in the bank line or when we’re hit with a larger storm such as when our bicycle or car is stolen, for example, or we don’t get that promotion, it’s the same practice. Letting go of the drama and observing and noticing our bodily reactions as the organism prepares for fight out of a prehistoric survival instinct. Can we attend to it mindfully? Can we notice what we feel and where we feel it.” 




 

	Mitra Bishop Sensei



	“There is no beginning to enlightenment, no end to practice.” 




 

	Brad Warner



	“Those who hope for purity and righteousness always try and destroy that which disturbs them. They think the disturbance comes from outside themselves. This is a serious problem. Wars, suicide bombings, and all sorts of other nasty things start from the premise that we can destroy “evil” outside ourselves without dealing with the evil within.” 




 

	Mokuho Guy Mercier



	“It can only emerge from the ‘space’ that is not controlled by the ‘me’, from the silence that appears spontaneously when the mentality grows calm and disappears. This is the fruit of meditation which has no object or aim, disinterested meditation, which is sufficient unto itself. In order to lose the profiteering mind characteristic of the ‘me’ we must understand how it is expressed in the body, in the thoughts, emotions and reactions, and how it hides the reality of Buddha nature.” 




 

	Jun Po Denis Kelly



	“I believe it is most accurate to say that one is never enlightened, but that enlightenment is something that we aspire towards as we practice throughout our lifetime, awakening again and again in each moment. It is not a constant state that we can reach and reside in, if we are to fulfill our Bodhisattva vows. Rather than remaining aloof, we must engage intimately with the suffering of this world. If we are waiting for enlightenment as a prerequisite for action, we will allow the possibilities of a lifetime to pass us by.” 
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