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259 Li Ao and ZEILIHER Yaoshan Weiyan (745-828)

Depicted here is a famous encounter between the Confucian scholar Li Ao
(active ca. 840) and the Chan master Yaoshan. Having heard of the
master's reputation, the scholar went to see him but was disappointed and
remarked: "Seeing your face is not as good as hearing your name." The
master replied: "Would you distrust your eye and value your ear?" Then,
pointing up and down, the master indicated that the ultimate reality is in
what can be seen, such as "clouds in the sky and water in a vase."

12



A

HEFHMEED

13



it

14



RERABIT
KEREME Dazhu Huihai (?-788; d. b/t 800-831)
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Poet Bai Juyi (772-846) visits & £i## Niaoge Daolin (741-824) chan
master
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FFFne Fenggan heshang
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Chan Master Riding a Mule (F37&)
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W17~ Xianzi

Priest Chien-tzu playing with a shrimp.

Chien-tzu is supposed to have been a disciple of Tung-shan Liang-chieh
(807-869). He was not a Ch'an monk in the usual sense, however. Dressed
in the same rags in summer and winter, he roamed the riverside with his
fishing net in search of shrimps and clams, which formed his staple diet. At
night he would sleep among the offerings of paper money made to the
White Horse Shrine on Eastern Mountain. It was said that he attained
Enlightenment while catching shrimp.
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¥LMIM Zhutou heshang
Monk eating a pig's head

The identity of Chu-t'ou is rather unclear. His nhame means pig's head and
he is usually shown eating a pig's head or holding one in his hands. He is
usually said to represent a certain Chih Meng-hsu who was fond of eating
pig and was therefore called "Pig's Head." There is nothing in Chih's
biography, however, that could justify his inclusion in the Ch'an pantheon
of eccentrics.

There are two other Ch'an stories, which possibly could be relevant to this

theme. The first concerns the monk Wen-shu Ssu-yeh who started his
career as a butcher. One day, on the point of killing yet another pig, he
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suddenly realized the error of his ways in a flash of revelation. He quit his
trade to become a monk and composed the following gatha on the
occasion:

Yesterday the heart of a [bloodthirsty] Yaksa,
Today the face of a Bodhisattva.

Between the Bodhisattva and the Yaksa
There is not a shred of difference.

When he went to Master Tao of Wen-shu, who was to become his teacher,
the Master asked him: "What did you see when you were about to
slaughter that pig? What made you shave your head and depart on a
pilgrimage?" Ssu-yeh thereupon made a gesture as if he were whetting his
knife.

Another possibility is that the representation of "Pig's Head" was inspired
by an anecdote from the life of P'an-shan Pao-chi (720-814), a pupil of the
great Patriarch Ma-tsu Tao-i (died 788).

One day he saw a man in the marketplace enter a butcher's shop to buy
meat. He heard him ask: "Please cut me a catty of the finest." The butcher
dropped his knife, picked it up again and said: "My dear sir, what do we
have here that is not of the finest?" Upon hearing these words Pao-chi
suddenly attained Enlightenment.

-from Zen Painting and Calligraphy by J. Fontein and M.L. Hickman
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