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[...]

Mention of Menzan‘s Teiho Kenzeiki brings us to

the final component in Eiheiji‘s efforts to promote
Dogen‘s memory, the one that has exerted the greatest
influence on ordinary people both inside and outside
Japan whether affiliated to sectarian Soto institutions or
not. | refer, of course, to scholarship. Documentary
investigation into Dogen’s life and times began at Eiheiji
during the fifteenth century when one of its abbots, a
man named Kenzei*, compiled a chronological account of
Dogen's life, supplemented by copious quotations from
Dogen‘s own writings, letters, and other historical
records. This work was originally titled Eihei kaisan
gogy0jo (An account of the activities of Eiheiji‘s
founder) but is more widely known as Kenzeiki
(Kenzei‘s chronicle). It is, without a doubt, the single
most influential biography of Dogen ever written. Since
1452, when Kenzei finished his account, down to the
present day, almost all biographies, histories,
encyclopedia articles, and other works that mention
Dogen repeat, either directly or indirectly, information
found only in Kenzei‘s chronicle.

*[E2#f Kenzei (1415-1474), the fourteenth abbot of Eiheiji]

The year 1452 when Kenzei wrote his history is
significant because it corresponds to the two hundredth
memorial of Dogen’‘s death. In his record, however,
Kenzei never mentions memorial rituals and does not
suggest that Dogen‘’s memory served as a motivation for
his chronicle. It is possible that Kenzei did not
consciously choose 1452. After all, his chronicle does
not end with Dogen’‘s death but continues with the early
history of Eiheiji down to about the year 1340.
Nonetheless, we can be certain that Dogen memorial
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services played a major role in preserving the text for
later generations. The most accurate extant manuscript
version of Kenzei‘s chronicle (the so-called Zuichd hon
Kenzeiki), for example, was copied in 1552 to
commemorate Dogen’s three hundredth memorial. It is
reasonable to assume that Kenzei‘s scholarship had been
motivated by a similar desire to memorialize Dogen.

To commemorate Dogen's five hundredth memorial

in 1754, the S6td monk and scholar Menzan Zuiho
published his annotated edition of Kenzei‘s chronicle,
the aforementioned Teiho Kenzeiki. In his version of
the text, Menzan deleted anything not directly related to
Dogen. All events after Dogen‘s death were eliminated.
Moreover, Menzan added considerable amounts of new
material concerning Dogen’s biography, such as his
parentage, training on Mt. Hiei, meeting with Eisai
(a.k.a. Yosai, 1141-1215), relations with his teacher
Myozen (1184 —1225), trip to China and travels there,
move to Echizen, trip to Kamakura, miracles,
relationship to S6td medicinal products, and so forth.
Menzan‘s deletions and additions narrowed the focus of
Kenzei‘s chronicle and converted it more clearly into a
hagiographic account of Dogen’s life and a
comprehensive overview of Dogen‘s environment. More
important, they inserted Menzan‘s authorial voice into
Kenzei's chronicle in ways that are not always readily
apparent and to a degree much greater than the title
Teiho Kenzeiki might suggest. This point is significant
because until 1975 Menzan's version of Kenzei‘s
chronicle was the only one readily available.

Fifty years later, in celebration of Dogen's five

hundred fiftieth memorial, Eiheiji published an
illustrated version of Menzan‘s annotated chronicle, the
Teiho Kenzeiki zue (preface dated 1806, but actually
published 1817). This illustrated edition was ideally
suited for lecturing to an audience of lay people since the
lecturer could describe the contents of the illustrations
without being confined by the words of the text. It

played a key role, therefore, in encouraging lay people
to become more closely involved in So6to activities.

In 1828, for example, Saian Urin (1768 —1845) instigated a
new policy of encouraging the formation of lay
fraternities (the kichijoko), the members of which would
send representatives to Eiheiji every year to participate
in memorials for Dogen. Donations to Eiheiji by the
members of these lay fraternities helped maintain the
monastery through times of severe economic hardship
such as the Tenpo period (1830) when Japan suffered
many famines. Without the illustrated version of

Kenzei's chronicle to encourage lay devotion to Dogen,

it is questionable if Eiheiji would have been able to

solicit finances from poor people.

Publication of the illustrated Teiho Kenzeiki zue led
to another tactic that Eiheiji used to encourage lay
pilgrimages by members of kichijo fraternities. By the
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middle of the 1800s, Eiheiji had begun erecting
monuments (kinen hai) to commemorate the major
events in Dogen’s life that are illustrated in the Teiho
Kenzeiki zue. Of course, no one knew for sure where
most of these events might have occurred—if in fact
they did occur. Nonetheless, the monuments were
erected. Members of the Kichijo fraternities stopped at
these sites along their route to and from Eiheiji.

These monuments made the pilgrimage to Eiheiji more
interesting and also provided incentive for some people
to participate in the pilgrimage even if they could not
travel the entire length of the route to Eiheiji.

The popularity of Kenzei‘s chronicle along with
Menzan'‘s additions and the subsequent illustrations
among such a wide audience throughout all levels of
Japanese society helped to firmly establish Dogen as a
familiar figure among Japan‘s eminent monks. Until
1975 all accounts of Dogen'’s life, whether written for
popular consumption or for scholarly consideration,
were based almost entirely on Menzan‘s annotated
version of Kenzei‘s chronicle.There simply were no
other sources beyond the meager biographical details
found in Dogen’‘s own writings. By 1952, for example,
more than 21 separate biographies of Dogen had been
published. Most of these biographies were published
during the years 1852, 1902, and 1952—corresponding
to major Dogen memorials—and all of them simply
repeated or abridged the text of Kenzei's chronicle or the
captions to its illustrations.

For this reason, our understanding of Dogen's
biography entered a new era when, in 1975, Kawamura
Kodo published a compilation of six early manuscript
versions of Kenzei‘s chronicle. This book, the Shohon
taiko Eihei kaisan Dogen zeniji gyojo Kenzei ki (Collated
editions of all the manuscripts of the activities of

Eiheiji‘s founder, the Zen master Dogen, chronicled by
Kenzei), reprints manuscripts that were originally copied
as early as 1472 and that, therefore, much more closely
adhere to Kenzei‘s own pen than Menzan‘s annotations
had allowed. Examination of these early versions
revealed for the first time just how extensively Menzan
Zuiho had altered Kenzei‘s account. We now know that
Menzan‘s version of Dogen’s biography cannot be
trusted. In other words, since all previous biographies of
Dogen were based on Menzan‘s work, none of them can
be trusted. Even the 1953 biography by Okubo Déshd,
his celebrated Dogen zenjiden no kenkyu (Biographical
studies of Dogen) must be used with caution. Since the
full extent of Menzan's distortions was not immediately
understood, many encyclopedia entries, reference works,
and statements by Western and Japanese scholars
published after 1975 repeated the erroneous accounts in
Menzan‘s annotated version of Kenzei‘s chronicle. One
cannot trust anything written about Dogen'’s life,
therefore, unless one first ascertains whether its author
made full use of Kawamura'‘s early manuscripts.
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