
Glossary of Sanskrit terms 

I-Different kinds of Purusba, Men 

Akhyanaxushala: Acll!>·erstory--teller, well vened in Sanskrit 
orui diak'd$; • favourite of Uw ladies 

AshL'010ha • A man. skilled in tha science of looking after 
~ 

A!JU}ctakt,; An officer of high rank, !NJ)l!J'Vising over cMI 
111Denities and geocrol health measures 

Bhikihu"4· A bruhmm, not having lcrunt the v•. leaving 
an alim: also a common beggar 

Brohmocltari, A cclebnte 

Bmltmon A man weU versed in the Vedas und >erlptur01: b.i 
lldS as the proceplar gullling!he citizens in religi00$ mntwrs 

Ote1: A oompruiion of the Nagarab, keeping him in good 
spirit 

Dawodnya A gold~mith. Jl!so an ~ttologer 

Dik$hita: One thut conduct,, o sacri£k!e; also one initiated lor 
per(onning a reli/tiou., ceremony 

Dhamu,,l/,ikmumntha A pe= Advising in religious mallen 
und legal a{foirs;also u judgo 

Doota: A male messenger or go-beh,-ren 

Coi•roha · A auihoot, skilled in looking after clopbanlS 

Gandl,ikt,1 A man preparing aruf selling frngrant ~

Cooo.dh!JOk.ha, Superintendent or the royal kine. His duti<r> 
included cure of the ClOWS, supervising their sale and pon:hnse 

Copa/aka 11,e llOIOlJlQlt ciow.l,erd, mnklng his living b) 
tending oows and selling milk IUld its products 

Cromodlt,pa1i: ThevilLiJ>e bead-man with unlimited authority 
Ke is the koopo,r of lwu! reenrds, respcmgble for luw and order, 
nnd 9 Jlidgo in minor disputes 

Hakmhar,nlti: A man muking his living b>• means of Ulm1in,o. 

Kapurwl,a: An impotent and timid OUtn; oru, unable lo f= 
a diflirult situation 

Ko1oi: A poet 

Klil,a An impotcnl man, totally devoid of vnlour 
l.i11gay;,1 · A 11(,r.ron belonging lo a dnndevoled IQ Lord Shiva, 
\\Cllring a linga in a chain fln>UIJd his neclc 

Moha(aJta: A pillnr of the society; be wM weU cultured ilnd 
hod to be cru:e(ul about his dross and JIJllllll0l'S. as be wu.~ 
lmitot<!d by too laity in the.e mailers 

Mahamatro: The chief minister 

JJa/alwa: A Rorut skilled in making garland! with 11Dwers 
or various colours, s~ ,nd fnlgranoo 

.\la/Ii,: A wrestler 
Manikar: A j~wcllor maki11g omaments studded with jewels 
and precious $!ones 

Mt-dlwai: An intalligent and cultured person with an Ability 
In talre correcL decisions in dlliirull situnlious 

Nagoro, An officer responsible for ensuring law ru,d order in 
the lerritori• under bis jurisdictioq 

NQ//tJro"4. A cult.ured house-holder 

Nop1UJ: A barber, adept in d,wuingdifferenl hair-$tylcs lormen 

.1,a)IOka: A leader. The hero in Sanskrit literature. Ae should 
posooss good ph)'$ique. all the noble qualities and know oorne 
o( th~ lfue ttrts, espocioUy music and pointing 

Nili: A wasbcnrum 

Pandaka An imporenl man: ht, gives "Dlffl'C money to Uw 
prasti111111 for not dis<lU5ing his defects 

Panyadhyaktlw: The MJl?kel Manager. He supervises the salo 
tmd l'llrchase,i or g~ brought to thb mrukei 
Pari,:harolro , A Dll1l~ servant of the Nllll,aruka. looki~ ofter 
his physical rornfom 

Pali: A mmmon term for husband 

Pilhamatda: A poor man, alone In the world, but oommunding 
re$petl in the ns.sembly of Nll)t8nlkas Md llHl abodes of tho 
courtcS4115 with his skill in ail tbe arts; makes a living by 
l@rbing t ht, aru 1111d llding as tru:dintor between lo<ers 

Pi,rwha: A common Ferm for man 

Raja: A king 

Rafalro: A d1·i,r: noo a wusbennan 
l!akshalro, A policeman 
Rcmgopajiri: A man eurning his living oo the s\uge; w, uct9r, 
musician 

Samool,aka: A IIUISS(!Ur, ltlllS.,agmg th~ Nagoroka wilh oils, 
after exertise 
Sall!losi: A mendicant: one who lms renounred family life and 
lives on alms 
Saurikii: A persan preparing and selling wines 

Sauvami. A gold-smith. bnq nc:ress to the ladies of the 
hOU$COOlds 

Sha,.trodnya: One well versed in the scriplures and vmi011S 
sciences 
Shaundih,; Sllll1C os Snun1cn 

Slulpodnya: An artisan, slci1Jed in cmpunlry and :sculplure 

Shrotriya: A brohman well vei>ed in the Vedos and scriphlres 
nnd reciting them in A l)roper1T11Tnner nt religiOUJ ceremonies 

Sumo · A thkf 
Sutrodl,yak,ha: An officer of the r.oynl rourtsupervisin,lt tran
sactions of mtlon, ootton-thread, and garments 

Suoarnakor A gold-mrilh 

Tumbulika: A 1nnn preparinl!; and selling vorious condiments 
required in Ibo preparation of mouth fresh~,ier or puu11, betel 

Vagm/: An cl0quent mnn. having a good comm.1nd 0\-et 

languages 

Vaidya: A pbymciun, learned in the Ayurveda, sdcuce of 
medicint, 

Vailwlilro. An -,xpert in the llcie- of evoluoting gems ODd 
precious stones 
Vanik A grocer; a niercluml 

Vidiuhako: A Jester pro,-oking laughwn trusted by all, 
.he sometimes adS os II go-between 

Vikranl: A brnve man 

Vita: A morned man, skilled in some arts, honoured in lbe 
assembly of Nagnntkas and the houses ol pn,stjtutes: tlllms 
bis 1i,,elJhood by lfaising between the J'Jagamk.a and loo 
Nnyika 

Vroti: A man inilinted in the observnnm of a vow, nol 
indulgin!t in sex 11nd other pleo1ures until the \'OW is [ulfilled 

U-Different kinds of Women 

llbh 1/0fllarikD, A woman ohheinnerc:ourt. &le A ntahpurika -
n mo.re common tenn 

\bhi~lcn: A woman. who, alter lull1· udoming nnd anointing 
bur body, gpes lo meet Mr lover Ill the appoinlecl time Md 
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pla,:e, in spite o{ hoards. Soo is the subjecl of mnny literary 
works and painliugs 

Agan,ya: A wo,:nan not to be approached lor satls{ying carnnJ 
desire 
Antahpurika, A ladyof lhe innermyalcom-torfrom lhe home 
of an BJUloorat 

Alanti: A secn:t prostitute or a low mnk; • sln:el•wnlker 
moving steahhily al night in seun:h or a customer 

.Bala: A girl between ten and fourteen yean of oge, who is 115 

yet innocent in mauers ol kam• 

BhafJl(J: A wifo, one who bean the burden of ~Id du tit:$ 

Bhikshuk,' The wifo of a Brahman living on alms; 8 fit 
person 10 oct os a 0oo11·. female messenger 

Cl,arshlmi: A woman cmplO)w satisfying th~ 5CX"OW impulsos 
of her IDJISler ond peUy village officers 

C'Jielika: A mnid servaot IIC<,l(uupan)'lllg a Nayiko to koop her 
1n good humour 

Dora: A wife, snl'.D1l 811 Bbruyti 

Da~, A lemole servant oswilly or u lower rnnk 

DerJi: Lltornlly a 'goddCS6'. A lwm or rvwnmtial addte;,, 
to ladies of the royal family and aristoaacy 

Dhatreylka: The dnnghter of the (wet) nupe, or about the 
wnc age or tfu, Nayika. Act., as her friend or messengm-

Dooti: A fomllle m<n.'<ffllger or a g(>-between, She brinp about 
the successful umor, ol the Nognraka and the Nay,1m 

Dulu'ta, A dau]!htcr. from Duhitru, orw who milk, tho mw 

DurbhtJRll An unfor1uru11e wire. who has 10!>1 tbe lll\'Dllrl of 
her hnsba11d for """"' rea';Qn 

Ekadulrinl: 11111 lone wife; tl1c lad)' o( the "house. She look~ 
after the welfare of luJr husb"nd 11nd other merobers u{ lhe 
household, e,,en at a sac:rifioo of her OW11 ple,uures 

Aho a f'"151ituu,. who slays »ith only ooo twan lor a >peci/ic 
period, usually ono year, acting as if she is a wedded wffe 
Howe\'er, her duties rule! authorities ore limited 

Conika, A -prostitute al thu highest ~ ba,ing prulc or 
pl= In all the religi,.,m and 50cl:lt futittions. Princes und 
princess.:s I\S also tho som and daughters of tbl! mlni.stlln 
and wistocrot,; were soot to the Crutiltas for lctumo,q tlw 
tine Jtrts, good soci:tl mllnrulrS mid eti(juct\es 

/lwta1tiloaa A woman nf inquisiU,·e nature. A devtited wife 
.bould nnt C<ml'ide In lier Ill w is apt 10 make public their 
com-enation 

/yJJ1htlra The c:ldest wife. She should act as illl elder si.stcr 
lO her co-wives '111d advise them in Dlllllers of .keeping the 
husbnnd bnppy 

Konchvkiya: An aid eunuch ol lhe female lype, em11loy,-d tn 
serve tbl! qucem 

Kanil.ht/101 Thll second or )'VlllljreSt wilo. She ,hould look 
upon her co-wlve5 a., her elder mlCB and, seek guld,mce 
from them 

1fonya: Cenernlly, a dlUl&llter; virgin between fourteen and 
eightoon yew-, of Jll!e 

Kshapana: A huddbt,t femalo mendicant 

Kuhako · A wom11n Dalteringu wile for bor lll<lrils AAd l,ying to 
lure her away !tom her hu~ 

1:::;::.(.ro"~ A woman from a ren<11vnod 1md respe,:ted 
r y. Her 111AllOOJ$Sbould be refined nod ploasill!l• shoold be 
always on guard DOI to defonw the numc ol hur family c,-ei, 
by o _ilightest mislJlke 

Kulota: One who deliles tho nwoo of the fnmily, ao oduttres., 
m!lulgiD/( in µrostituti(m $eCl"elly or openly in a pl3Cc other 
thnn he-r husband·, house 
Kula!lfWha, Same as Kulapranmdo 

Kumbhndusi. A fomrue w;tJer-cani<!r: o NllgllTtUUl's lui.•t> 
sexunl union wiJh he,- i~ lcnm,d Potnmta 

Lokaknnta: Wife of mllll)' m..n: a prostltnte or higher runk, 
invited to enluttain al lairs, drinking po,tles publk per-

fomlWIClCS uod auspidnus ocxa.s:ions: wcll-versed in oingjna. 
dancing Md such 11ther performing urls 

Mahattorik~: An old JnJ1ld in the royal innllt court 
Matro, Mother. 

Moinikn A roster·moiher 

Moafalv,rika: A wilch assuring the "ifo of mnny pleasurablo 
1hh~ obtninnble by practice 1>f black mope 

Munda: Om, with a 5ha,·en head: o lematu mendicunt, usually 
an oW widow, whll bas tcll llllr bous,: aoo tl•l!s (Ill ahru 
\\'1Uldering from plllCO lo p!IICO. Also a woman "ilh receding 
lm!t. not recmnmeoocd for nutrriage 

Nan'. A rommon term for a womnn 

Natal,ya: An actress. She liad to atWJ1 a high Jbandatd in 
octing to dcservo m)'nl palrofUIAll Md abode in .the royal iDMr 
court 
Noll: An ac.tress 

Nayika: The heroine in lilenu)' works; n d.mred womun 
Di•ided luto more than fifty clllegories acamlmg to the II&<', 
physic, mnrillll slnlu.<. mood, etc 

Polqhila1 Another mnn·s wife, e1tjo)'ed for n wecific purpose 
and onlt until lhe )IW'JJClSe h 'i4!1'\'00, f'm instance eruwllng her 
to conceive, which her husbaod is probably uncapable of 

Parodaro; Another man's wile, not to bet!pp!Ooched for carrud 
desire. except for u $J)l!Cific pul'JX)5e 

Parmtn: Same as PIIIOOllm 

Parkhorika: A maid-in-waiting. She u ahllw too common 
servant., wbo looks ruler !be phyncru needs. of U,o ladles of 
Ille bou$e: sometimes llllending upon thu master end satisfyinl! 
bis sexual ~ 

Purityak.za: A wonum deserted by her bus.band beail1$<' shu 
could not bear cluldren or being no adultress or not liked 
by ltim Cor \Ollll: rtlaSOll 

PaJiJa: A (alien \\OOIJIJ11 driveu out of the house and despj!s<m 
by her rebiti,es and the society she bellJ1lg.< to 
PaJt'urfJto: A wife thoroughly de,,oted lo her husband not 
falling • prey tn the wi1cs of utbcr mcn. under fill) 
circumstances 

Pmlro1hot,n1uhta, A married woman or widow openly slaylllll 
with other man, lwwing him ofter $Orne time 1md g,nng- to 
unother, thus <»ntln.uall) cluanginit her supporter 

Prauroji10: A fe-mnlo mendkanl, usonlly woaring while . 
reddWi °" orangr robe. 
P1111arblw. Ct!nt-rnlly, 11 woman clis:jble for ronumi:Jge 

Rupojiua, A prostitutu ll<>I well vorsed in ony fine llrt.S, her 
onlyll5Sels l»ingt.be bcaulyo{thalnce 8Dd a wcll-formed body 

Saklti: The !emote friend of Ibo heroi11C, oC nuarly the s,mw 
1ge. who nots 11'1 a Dootl. She ls lhc heroino's odv.locr 3lld uho 
'P"Jlks on her hilhlllf 

&utuxrhi/M. A 1IU1SSet12, mllSSBp;ing the Na~ w'!er bis 
e,rercisc,, She also applied oil nnd other Ullj/,U<mts rtnd bathed 
him 

Sapotni: A m-wiJe. PolYI\MlY was order or the rby. Every 
king and mwiy 4 wcll0 to-du bolu,,holder hnd many w!,~ 
and .Jso coocnbl00$ 

Shilp,ikariku: Tlw wife o{ a professionul, such o.s washermnn, 
barber, florist, elc. Also a woman IMng by thew f111>{es'5l<ln, 

Sh""11ana; A Jam fomulc mcndkant clod in un~itchcd •in,ile 
whif.,gormcnl 

~'"' A wormm 

S1J11irint, A woman moving.freely 1111d under nobody·s choclr. 
Though married, >he c,peuli carries on amorous ~tivitkt> 
v.itlr other men either in her own hnuse. dcl)'Ulll '1nd dcspit,ing 
her husbnnd, or dscwbere 

TaptU/, A "otnan foftdiog a pimu Ifft<, obs.,rvinJ: vow, om! 
penJIDl,'CS 

Vallo/a A 11111rril-d womnn having children 

V.,.hp, A profffliooal prostitute residing on the oulslrim and 
a1tcring to the physical need, of the tm•1>1fctS 



Flora in the KAMA SUTRA 

Sanskrit 
Ajamoda 
Ak.mu 
Alabu 
Alukn 
Amalal.a 
Adrnka 
Alillii 
A•'fil&Uia 
Badm-a 
Bahupadika 
,Rbmllnlnkn 
Jlbring11mjs 
Bribali 
Ouivy1t 
Drulinla 
De,-admn 
Dbanyab 
Orud:lum 
£rvaroka 
Cirlkamika 
C--odbumo 
8aridra 
Haritnki 
Horitolo 
Hingu 
lhhu 
Jambu 
Japn 
fU'Dka 
Kadmnbll 
.Kapittha 
Ksrkati1ca 
Karpo.sa 
Kmberuka 
KelJIJci 
Khlldim 
Ksbiruka 
Kuslunandll 
Kustba 
Kumja 
l.angalllw 
Lashuna 
Madayantilm 
Madhuka 
Mllllilua 
Mancha 
Maslin 
Mulab 
N&gjlvolli (Tambuh,) 
Nandya,.irra 
Palwulu 
PMbaoabheda 
P.olashu 
Pippali 
Pri)ffl 
~opbrua 
Puru1m,..-o 
Sarshri111 
ShnmpushJ)tl 
Shntnvari 
Shimshnpa 
Shravanopriyangl1 
Sbringatnks 
Shripnrni 
Sbvadamshtra 
SvuylllnJ!llplil 
Taln 
TnmoLi 
Tambula !Nngavalli) 
'Iiht 
Usbimka 
Utpnla 
V.cl,a 
YAshtimadhuka 
Yava 

Lntin 
A11iom grm,eolen, 
Jug/an, r,gio 
togimario .,._.rio 
Col~o •fCUlanta 
Emblia, o/ficmalis 
Ztn:iber off,d~ 
Linum u~l.01is,imum 
Vemonlo onthclmintiaJ 
Zi;iphu, jujuba 
Mllfltho /Qng{{olla 
SmnPca,pus unamnflum 
£clipta alllO . 
Tennmalia /xilar/CIJ 
Plp<tr ah01'11• 
Punicu gronal"m 
Cetlnu 
Coriandrum &al/mm, 
Datum in,u,na 
Cucumi.c nwlo 
Cliloru terna1eo 
Trihcum o,,rlivum 
Cum,ma dqm..,_., 
Tl!lm!Mlia cheb,"4 
Cynt>don dactylon 
Aero/a narthmc 
Sacrharum o{fianarum 
s!l"!//lWffl cumfni 
llimoiscw ""'11incn,i• 
C'uminum c:yminum 
AnthOC<1p/l(llu$ indk.14 
F•mnia limonia 
Gucumis mliua, 
Co&&yp/um arbolt'um 
~ky
Pandan,u lootl!n"' 
At'llda cntRCl1u 
Bambu.,g anind,nac.:oe 
Bimin,w, htt¥pi,la 
Saonult'OIDppa 
Si.n:uUo ""'"' 
Clor/0&0 supcrba 
All/um ,atjuum 
TAwsonio inmn;.. 
Mo1ll,ucc indico 

/(lfflltniwn """"'°" 
Pip,,, nign,m 
PJw..u/u, rudiatu, 
RophttUI ,atit!IU 
Piper b.1•1 
Antlw<-eplt(,/,,,, indkw (KodDmba) 
Alhumcc,pa 
Cokt11, o,omotlau 
Butca mor1o,pen,,o 
Pip..,- /ongum 
Biu:honanii> lotifi,lia 
Amco cot«hu 
&.rhaavia d,J/Ulo 
B"'"l..-o annJ>f'<lril 
Annthum "°'"° 
A,pe,ol{l4 rocemosu, 
8111/,,,,g{a li&loo 
CanPtnP<Jrmum haliaumal,um 
Tn,po 1,;sp,.,,.,. 
Cam,,lino ar/,nn,n 
Pedalium mwe.x 
i\fucuno prurila 
Bomu,u {labe/lifer 
Cinnnmn-m"m tan1nfa 
Piper bale/ 
~ltlmum indicum 
Vetiam ~ 
Nalum/,ir;m .tp,f!C'iotum 
Acorn• ll0ffl""'3 
G/ycy,rhi:,, glabni 
ffortkum wlgc,,y 

Englim 
Parsley 
Walnut tret, 
Bottle gourd 
Toro 
Emblic rnyr0balan (Arnio) 
Cinger 
Llrueoo 
Vemonla 
Jujube 
Mini 
Marking out 
O>mman marigold 
Belem: myrobrunn 
Peppct 
l'ornegranat,· 
Deodara O< a.dru$ 
Corinnder 
'!'horn apple 
Melon 
Butter 0y pea 
Wbeat 
'l\mneriq 
Yellow myr0ba!M 
~ 
Asn!oetidn 
Sugan:ane 
Bluckbeny 
Otiruirose 
Onnin 
Anlhoce~ cidamba 
Ek,pba,it apple 
Oiaunber 
f«yptian cotton 
Watcr-Jllll 
Screw pino 
O.tcchu 
Bllmhoo 
Mhgourd 
Kull:b ar Knth 
Katay»-gum 
CIQT)' lily 
Gaelic 
J-lenna 
Mnhun 
Jasmine 
Bwck IJ'lPJJeT 
Croongmm 
Radish 
Betel 
Anlhoa,phoh,< O,durnba 
Onion 
Fn>grant coleus 
Db.ok 
Lt,ngpepper 
Oxldapal, a1mood 
Anlca nut 
J-log wood 
Mustru-d 
Soyo 
Sbatmuli 
lndlnn redl'.-ood 
Blllot>n ville 
Water cbi,stnul 
indJn.n Dax 
Cokhru (Mediaigo) 
C'.owug,, 
Palmyra-plllm 
Bay-lea.I 
Bewl 
Gingclly 
Khas-Khas 
Blue lotui 
Sweetfu,g 
Lia>rice 
&rley 
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