The Zero Way

sarvam tathyam na va tathyam
tathyam ca-atathyam-eva ca
na-eva-atathyam na-eva tathyam
etad Buddha-anusasanam

(“All is real or without reality

or is real and without reality

or is neither without reality nor real

— this is the teaching of the Buddha™)

Nagarjuna.

Mulamadhyamakakarikas, XVIII, 8.
There are some technical terms in modern Buddhist studies that seem
to be quite definite and established. One of these is ‘early Buddhism’
(EB) as opposed to ‘late Buddhism’ (LB). So-called canonical Bud-
dhism is considered as, but not normally termed ‘middle Buddhism’
(MB) (in terms of time). In recent years it has become common to
consider EB as the purest and most authentic representation of Bud-
dhism (B). However, it is MB or LB that is more or less well known
to scholars studying Buddhism. They try to reconstruct EB in one of
the following possible ways:

1.EB=: MB
2.EB=LB
3.EB=:MB\x
4. EB=MB uUx

S.EB=:MB\xuy
6.EB=:LB\x etc.

Theoretically, there are 17 possible ways of reconstruction which
can be summarized in the following formula:

EB=(MB\x)u (LB\y)uz.

The sign =: means similarity; x — something that is in MB but not
in EB; y — something that is in LB but not in EB; z— something that is
in EB but lost in both MB and LB.
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The Zero Way

sarva-dharma-S$inyata.
(Cemptiness of all signs’).

At the level of mathematical logic, the tetralemma can be repre-
sented by the formula

AQOB,

where the logical link C) means the union of different, even opposite
concepts not in the sense of synthesis. There are some equivalents of
this link in non-Indo-European languages (in Estonian olgugi et,
ometi, in Tamil irundum, etc.). Alternative conjunctions in new
Indo-European languages like Russian xomsa (khotya) or German
obwohl are similar in meaning.

Mental response to existential
Logicality (i.e. accepted by com-
The aim is to explain a phenome-
The aim is to change a person’ s
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