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Tsai Chih Chung; Ts'ai Chih-chung; C. C. Tsai

Tsai Chih Chung presents the Chinese classics in the form of
modern-day cartoons. He has interpreted among others Lao
Zi, Confucius, Mencius, Zhuang Zi and Sun Zi and made
their work accessible to an unprecedentedly wide public.
Tsai's work has made him immensely popular and has been
translated into various languages.

http://tsaigallery.com/

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tsai_Chih_Chung
Tsai Chih Chung (Chinese: £ &; pinyin: Cai Zhizhong; born 1948) is a famous

cartoonist born in Huatan, Changhua County, Taiwan of Taiwanese origins. He is best

known for his graphical works on Chinese philosophy and history, most notably the
philosophers Laozi, Liezi, and Zhuangzi, which he made accessible and popularised
through the use of plain language and visual aid of cartoon graphics. Many of his
earlier four paneled works contain elements of political satire and those which are
purely comical such as his well known work, The Drunken Swordsman (AEE%).[1]
The books of Tsai Chih Chung have been very well received by the public in both
Taiwan and mainland China. They have subsequently been translated into dozens of
languages including English. He currently resides in Taiwan and Vancouver.
Awards

1979: Golden Horse Film Festival and Awards for his work on Old Master Q
(BXRTF)

1985: The 23rd "Republic of China's Ten Outstanding Young Persons"
(PERE1 A £EH B F) for his graphical work on Zhuangzi (F£ % &%)

1999: Prince Claus Awards Laureate for "Creating Spaces of Freedom"

http://www.china.org.cn/english/NM-e/172275.htm
Cai Zhizhong: A Master Cartoonist

"Cartoons speak in a language that not only expresses satire and humor, but also

reflects human love and natural beauty. They can describe everything. | am

particularly fond of ancient Chinese philosophies, so | make cartoons out of them."


http://tsaigallery.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tsai_Chih_Chung
http://www.china.org.cn/english/NM-e/172275.htm

----Cai Zhizhong in an interview with New Business in 2005

The first to create cartoons of the ancient Chinese classics

Born in 1948, Cai Zhizhong, a popular cartoonist from Taiwan, was the first to use
cartoons to illustrate the seemingly recondite ancient Chinese classics in such an
amusing way. China has a wealth of spiritual heritage, including philosophical
thoughts, poems from the Tang dynasty (618-907), the Book of Changes and Zen
Buddhism. According to Cai, this wealth of spiritual heritage may not be easily
understood, prompting his attempts to express these complex ideas with simple and
interesting cartoons.

Starting from the 1980s, Cai created a series of Chinese comic books on ancient
Chinese classics, like Zhuangzi Speaks: The Music of Nature, Zen Speaks: Shouts of
Nothingness, Confucius Speaks: Words to Live by, Sunzi Speaks: The Art of War, and
The Tao Speaks: Lao Tzu's Whispers of Wisdom. Confucius, Lao Tzu, Zhuangzi, and
Sunzi are widely credited as sages whose thoughts have played an important role in
China's development. Cai put his unique understanding and feelings of ancient
thoughts into his cartoons, and added a modern interpretation of them, making boring
ancient philosophies quite amusing as well as understandable. His works won a large
number of adult readers for comic books, a market predominantly children-targeted.
This series of comic books has hoarded great applause from readers both in Taiwan
and Chinese mainland, with 4 million copies sold in Taiwan.

Among all of his works, Zhuangzi Speaks: The Music of Nature, published in the
1986, was the most successful. Remaining on the top of the bestselling literature in
Taiwan for ten months, this book had quite an influence of the Chinese mainland boom
of literature from Taiwan in the late 1980s.

Cai Zhizhong's cartoons about the sayings of Confucius, Laozi, Sunzi, Zhuangzi, and

Mencius were later made into three-dimensional cartoons.

A borderless language

Cai's works have provided him much popularity, and have been translated into dozens
of languages. Currently, readers in 40 different countries have access to Cai's works
and up to 40 million copies have been sold. More than 15 printing machines are said
to print his works each day.

Cai's latest work is the cartoon-illustrated Traditional Chinese Culture Series.
Published by Beijing-based Modern Press in June 2005, this version differs from the
previous version in that the text was written in English while the original ancient
Chinese characters were kept in the margin. Ten titles about the theories of Tao,
Confucius, and Zen Buddhism are included in this series. The translation was done by
Brian Bruya, a Ph. D. in philosophy at Hawaii University. According to Cai, Brian's
translation made his works more understandable, further promoting his works by
making them more readable.

100 thousand copies were printed in the initial release, among which 10 thousand
were made public to readers in Taiwan, Hong Kong, Macao, Singapore, Malaysia,
Australia, North America and Europe. Cai hopes foreign visitors will purchase parts of
his comic series on traditional Chinese culture as souvenirs while in China. Some
worry that foreigners may not appreciate the Chinese sense of humor in his book, but
Cai thinks that cartoons are an international language like music and dance, bearing
no borders.

In addition to traditional Chinese classics, Cai published comic books on Calculus,

Algebra, and Physics in 2005. Cai was extremely proud of himself, believing that his
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works would be able to arouse students' interest in learning by making these subjects

more enjoyable.

A degage cartoonist

Cai lives a rather laid-back lifestyle, indulging himself in whatever he likes and always
feeling happy and free. He has always emphasized doing things that he loves like
cartoons and the fine arts. He feels that the best choice in his life was selecting
"interest" as a lifelong career. He draws cartoons simply for the intrinsic rewards it
provides him, not for money or a good reputation. He relates his job to his basic needs,
and feels that drawing cartoons is just like drinking coffee or tea when he's thirsty.

Cai began to draw cartoons as early as middle school, and various presses often
accepted his works. At 15, he was invited by a press in Taipei to work as a
professional cartoonist. It had been his dream for years. Cai decided to quit school for
work, and when he discussed this plan with his father, his father simply agreed with
silence. This was rather rare among Chinese parents, who are famous for their
paternalistic manner in deciding the future for their children.

Cai has a wide range of interests, from drawing cartoons to collecting figures of
Buddha, as well as playing bridge, gardening and interior decoration. Having so many
hobbies never had any negative affects his career as a cartoonist. On the contrary, his
various other hobbies often provide inspiration. For instance, his collection of Buddha
figurines provides additional insight for his Zen cartoons, and playing bridge is a great
way to relieve the stress associated with a lot of difficult work.

Differing from most Chinese parents, Cai has a unique way of bringing up his
daughter, stressing independence and self-reliance. His daughter even traveled to
Japan by herself at the age of 12.With the influence of her father, his daughter has
also become fond of cartoons. Her creativity and originality is comparable to that of her
father, and many of her cartoons have been published as well. Cai once made a
comparison between human beings and wolves, stating that a parent wolf never
teaches its children the necessary skills of survival, leaving the child with the challenge
of acquired these skills on their own.

(chinaculture June 22, 2006)

http://www.wantchinatimes.com/news-subclass-
cnt.aspx?id=20101117000036&cid=1304

Tsai Chih-chung's Life of Comics

Y.J. Chiang, China Times, 2010-11-17

Tsai Chih-chung, a cartoonist known for translating Chinese classics into comic books

in various languages, now presents his recent new work "Tetralogy of the Universe". In
a recent interview Tsai discussed his life growing up and his philosophy of life and
work.

Tsai's story is legendary in Asian comic book circles. Going to church from the age of
one, he learned many stories from the Bible that made him in turn a teller of stories
himself. Tsai has often said that genius is not inborn but made from conscious
cultivation. From a young age, he loved thinking. When other children were playing,
Tsai was already thinking about his goals. Often hidden under his father's desk, Tsai
spent his childhood contemplating and he made up his mind to be a cartoonist when
he was nine, after discovering an aptitude for painting. He also made a determination
that he would paint all his life as long as he could make a living from it. In fact, Tsai
lives quite frugally. "By living a frugal lifestyle | feel great freedom in my spirit," Tsai

remarks.


http://www.wantchinatimes.com/news-subclass-cnt.aspx?id=20101117000036&cid=1304
http://www.wantchinatimes.com/news-subclass-cnt.aspx?id=20101117000036&cid=1304

Tsai is grateful to his parents for giving him a great deal of freedom growing up. "Every
kid has his own talent, so the parents' job is to give them love, support and
appreciation. Parents should not use the name of love to force their children into
following their will, rather than the child's own." he says.

In contrast to other cartoonists, Tsai doesn't regard comics just as a way of displaying
humor, irony or telling stories. He sees comics as a language, a form of expression
unto itself. "Just as words can be transformed into poetry, prose, and various forms of
writing, comics can be a form to present literary classics, mathematics, calculus and
physics as well" he said. It may be hard to relate comic books to such areas as
philosophy, physics and cosmology. But Tsai's passion for drawing goes hand in hand
with pursuing truth. He always gets up at 1 a.m. and faces the window in
contemplation. "Waking up at this time and having a whole new vision toward the
world everyday is a gift from God." Tsai says.

At the peak of his success as an artist, Tsai decided to research physics to understand
the origin of universe. After ten years of work he completed his "Tetralogy of the
Universe", a work of 140,000 drawings and 13,000,000 words. "Physics is composed
of three parts: material, energy and time. Research into the first two areas has been
largely completed but time still remains relatively unknown part until now. Some say
that time is an illusion. In fact, time has its own rules" Tsai says. Of his own
achievements, Tsai says, "l have not researched physics for prestige or fortune. | just
do what | feel | should and what | want to realize. As for the quality of my work, time
will be the judge."

On the subject of how to be a comic artist, Tsai says, "Every individual should find and
develop his own style. The definition of a cartoonist is similar to that of a writer: first
comes the technique of drawing/writing, second is the content, and the third is the
ability to express content through your drawing/writing." The three are all essential.
Tsai then said "it is content but not technical skill that plays the key role. 99 percent of
your effort should be spent on the content."

Some consider Tsai eccentric due to his habit of always choosing the same hotel when
staying in Beijing and buying the same items of clothing in batches of thirty. Tsai says,
"If | find a style of sneakers, clothing and trousers especially comfortable, why should |
waste time looking for others? Apart from this, it is also a way of establishing a brand
of my own -- the same clothing, the same long hair, trousers and shoes with clefts. The
point is not the material aspect but the spiritual. What will be remembered is what you
did more than what you said."

Tsai also shares his view of creativity, which he regards as the soul of his art. "Take
Tiger Woods for an example: he can win any game even when he is in a bad situation
because he is professional. He wins by his profession but not by creativity." Creativity,
Tsai believes, is not what spontaneously and fortuitously comes to mind but rather
relies on regular cultivation with everyday note-taking. Being creative, you should
break established frameworks. Your work should be exceptional in skill and content to
grab the reader's attention.

Yet despite Tsai's constant search for understanding, there is still one area which has
remained a mystery to him. "There is nothing difficult for me to understand except for
the mind of a woman," he says wryly. "l only know that compliments always work

better than chocolate."

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ed4XY56_0j8

The Chinese Classic - Tsai Chih-chung Series

The Chinese Classic animation is based on the comic books authored by well-known
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ed4XY56_oj8

caricaturist, Chih-chung Tsai. Jamar Idea Production Co. is responsible for computer
animation of the product. The content is the famous Chinese philosophical
masterpieces, based on Mr. Tsai's original work. We will present it in live and simple
animation. The production consists of twenty-five parts:

In terms of animation creation, to present the flow of the characters, and exhibit the art
of 'Zen', Jamar Production combines 3D and 2D computer animation technology, to
develop the unique style of 'China Great Thinkers'. This series not only has
breakthrough animation style, but also lower manpower production cost. This is
dramatically due to the use of digital tools. It creates a new opportunity for domestic

animation companies.
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Zen Speaks: Shouts of Nothingness
Translated into English by Brian Bruya
Anchor, 1994, 160 p.
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Tsai Chih Chung: Beszél6 zen: A semmi kialtasai

Hunor Kiadé (Budo Kiskdnyvtar) 2001, 176 oldal

A zen filozéfia megjelentetése képregény formaban elsé pillantasra talan
szentségtorének tlinik, hiszen barmi, ami a zen-rdl irédik, tulajdonképpen
profan és felesleges, a zen lényegével ellenkezé dolog. A mondas, miszerint
mindent el lehet mondani egy mondatban, hangozhatna ugy is, hogy ami
lényeges, az egy képen is elfér. Ez jutott eszébe C. C. Tsai-nak, aki Kelet-
Azsia legnépszeriibb képregény rajzoléja és az otlet megvaldsitasa olyan jol
sikerult, hogy az6ta egész sorozatot készitett ebben a témaban.
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