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The Gateless Gate H:[H [
Wu-wen kuan (Mumonkan)

Mumon's Preface

heE DR R, EEMRIEM,

Buddhism makes mind its foundation and no-gate its gate.

Sy HAFMEA S,

Now, how do you pass through this no-gate?

SARFIE, EMAERNRRES . WERSH IR R,

It is said that things coming in through the gate can never be your own treasures.
What is gained from external circumstances will perish in the end.

IR EE . R R R AT VR,

However, such a saying is already raising waves when there is no wind. It is cutting
unblemished skin.

S mEME, FETA . REEE, AL,

As for those who try to understand through other people's words, they are striking at
the moon with a stick; scratching a shoe, whereas it is the foot that itches. What
concern have they with the truth?

b, FERTE. BRTHEEEA, WWrasis, 2 NARIERPT R+
. REERS R



In the summer of the first year of Jotel, Ekai was in Rydshd Temple and as head
monk worked with the monks, using the cases of the ancient masters as brickbats to
batter the gate and lead them on according to their respective capacities.

Pk, AR, FIARLIRTR RS, a4/ A,

The text was written down not according to any scheme, but just to make a collection
of forty-eight cases.

18 H HEFH
It is caled Mumonkan, "The Gateless Gate."

R, NEETEIIEA,

A man of determination will unflinchingly push his way straight forward, regardless
of all dangers.

JUEARRE , fRMALE,

Then even the eight-armed Nata cannot hinder him.

WEREPE RIUt, WL ==, REZERZM,

Even the four sevens of the West and the two threes of the East would beg for their
lives.

R, MPRRARE B, 2AIRA, FEBERE,
If one has no determination, then it will be like catching a glimpse of a horse
galloping past the window: in the twinkling of an eyeit will be gone.

Verse ¥ H

KIEHEFY  The Great Way is gateless,
T-#H ¥  Approached in athousand ways.
ZE5 LR Once past this checkpoint

s H AR You stride through the universe.

Case 1 Joshi's"Mu" — PN

ENFE, KB, A i, N,
A monk asked Josha, "Has a dog the Buddha Nature?' Joshl answered, "Mu."

Mumon's Comment

BEFHE ., ZmZH G HATEE ., 18 8 L HE,

In order to master Zen, you must pass the barrier of the patriarchs. To attain this
subtle realization, you must completely cut off the way of thinking.

HBARE DI AR, BRI AR,

If you do not pass the barrier, and do not cut off the way of thinking, then you will be
like a ghost clinging to the bushes and weeds.

HaB. anfef AR,

Now, | want to ask you, what is the barrier of the patriarchs?

A -y, TR —RE b,



Why, it isthissingleword "Mu." That isthe front gate to Zen.

2 H oz Hi = P,

Thereforeit is called the "Mumonkan of Zen."

Bt FEAEEL AN ] B A A AT JE B RS A — AR L, (A

— H R,

If you pass through it, you will not only see Joshl face to face, but you will also go
hand in hand with the successive patriarchs, entangling your eyebrows with theirs,
seeing with the same eyes, hearing with the same ears.

TANBER,

Isn't that a delightful prospect?

A B 1% | S U,

Wouldn't you like to pass this barrier?

W=ENEE. \EN T2, 5k e 2 8

Arouse your entire body with its three hundred and sixty bones and joints and its
eighty-four thousand pores of the skin; summon up a spirit of great doubt and
concentrate on thisword "Mu."

TR, SRR R,

Carry it continuously day and night. Do not form a nihilistic conception of vacancy,
or arelative conception of "has" or "has not."

NG T (8 ANEEOALAREL, i SN

It will be just asif you swallow ared-hot iron ball, which you cannot spit out even if
you try.

ot AIERVER AR B RSN TRER ., 152 HEFE A,
All the illusory ideas and delusive thoughts accumulated up to the present will be
exterminated, and when the time comes, internal and external will be spontaneously
united. You will know this, but for yourself only, like a dumb man who has had a
dream.

BONFTEE, R B,

Then all of a sudden an explosive conversion will occur, and you will astonish the
heavens and shake the earth.

IESRBANE ERIINTF, EMEe., EHEAM, RAELRFHBREE, MNE
VU A= H bz sk = 1K,

It will be as if you snatch away the great sword of the valiant general Kan'u and hold
it in your hand. When you meet the Buddha, you kill him; when you meet the
patriarchs, you kill them. On the brink of life and death, you command perfect
freedom; among the sixfold worlds and four modes of existence, you enjoy a merry
and playful samadhi.

HAREA= 2,
Now, | want to ask you again, "How will you carry it out?"
AR R B



Employ every ounce of your energy to work on this"Mu."
AN, AR — R,
If you hold on without interruption, behold: a single spark, and the holy candleislit!

Mumon's Verse ¥H H

FE The dog, the Buddha Nature,
2H2IE4  The pronouncement, perfect and final.
@A Beforeyou say it has or has not,

fEE o4 You are adead man on the spot.

Case 2 Hyakuj&'s Fox = BALER

B, LR, A2 NERERTEE,

When Hyakujé Oshd delivered a certain series of sermons, an old man aways
followed the monks to the main hall and listened to him.

KNI, ZANIRIE,

When the monks left the hall, the old man would also leave.

B—H AR, BZR, ERISLEE T A

One day, however, he remained behind, and Hyakujé asked him, "Who are you,
standing here before me?"

ENE. o

The old man replied.

HHIE A,

"I am not a human being.

T 25 DN SREAR R 2 1

In the old days of Kashyapa Buddha, | was a head monk, living here on this
mountain.

RIEE R, RAEATJE A5 Vi R R

One day a student asked me, '‘Does a man of enlightenment fall under the yoke of
causation or not?

HEWE ., AR,

| answered, 'No, he does not.’

o E AR,

Since then | have been doomed to undergo five hundred rebirths as a fox.

AEh A s RN,

| beg you now to give the turning word to release me from my life as afox.

B, RIEATIER N, 358 ¥ K R A

Tell me, does aman of enlightenment fall under the yoke of causation or not?"

A, ARBRIAZR,

Hyakuj0 answered, "He does not ignore causation."

ENRE T KRIE,

No sooner had the old man heard these words than he was enlightened.



fEig s, S CERINS (7R L%,

Making his bows, he said, "I am emancipated from my life asafox. | shall remain on
this mountain.

BUERNE,  . RTEEEH,

| have a favor to ask of you: would you please bury my body as that of a dead
monk."

Al AHEIR ARE AR, BEIR T,

Hyakuj6 had the director of the monks strike with the gavel and inform everyone that
after the midday meal there would be afuneral service for a dead monk.

KRR S e, &L, 1R NN, (TN,

The monks wondered at this, saying, "Everyone is in good health; nobody is in the
sick ward. What does this mean?"

B H AR E LIRS T, DBk B8N, JUkEE,

After the meal Hyakujo led the monks to the foot of a rock on the far side of the
mountain and with his staff poked out the dead body of a fox and performed the
ceremony of cremation.

Al BB R AR,

That evening he ascended the rostrum and told the monks the whole story.

FEEEER, o ANSEICE R, VE R T AR RN, RN B A 1R SR,
Obaku thereupon asked him, "The old man gave the wrong answer and was doomed
to be a fox for five hundred rebirths. Now, suppose he had given the right answer,
what would have happened then?’

i, ITRIACELGHE,

Hyakujd said, "Y ou come here to me, and | will tell you."

PBERROITH, BRAT— 5,

Obaku went up to Hyakujé and boxed his ears.

e FE =, 150, %R, BARE,

Hyakuj0 clapped his hands with a laugh and exclaimed, "l was thinking that the
barbarian had a red beard, but now | see before me the red-bearded barbarian
himself."

Mumon's Comment

BEFIH ., AEER, R LR,

Not falling under causation: how could this make the monk afox?
AERIERZR . R LB,

Not ignoring causation: how could this make the old man emancipated?
HFEESER, AT E OmAeEE L E 4,

If you come to understand this, you will realize how old Hyakujé would have
enjoyed five hundred rebirths as afox.

Mumon's Verse ¥ H
AREABE  Not faling, not ignoring:



W% —% Two faces of onedie.
ABATE  Notignoring, not falling:
T4 H 4% A thousand errors, a million mistakes.

Case 3 Gutei Raises a Finger = {BKEfE

EIEFnE, FLARSR, MER 4,

Whenever Gutel Oshd was asked about Zen, he ssimply raised his finger.
wAE T, KSR, T aEEL,

Once avisitor asked Gutel's boy attendant, "What does your master teach?"
B - JRERFREH,

The boy too raised hisfinger.

JECF 22 A B LA,

Hearing of this, Gutel cut off the boy's finger with aknife.

B, BIRBEIRIN S,

The boy, screaming with pain, began to run away.

REH2, BEEE, KA EREfA.

Gutel called to him, and when he turned around, Gutei raised his finger.
B ZIREE,

The boy suddenly became enlightened.

MERFNE L REZRH ., TG RBE—+aiHm, —/EX A,

When Gutel was about to pass away, he said to his assembled monks, "I obtained
one-finger Zen from Tenryl and used it all my life but still did not exhaust it."
BRI

When he had finished saying this, he entered into eternal Nirvana.

Mumon's Comment

HEME, EARE FEE, NEFEEE Lk,

The enlightenment of Gutei and of the boy does not depend on the finger.
ARG, KEERMEJR E I E O — 2R,

If you understand this, Tenry(, Gutei, the boy, and you yourself are al run through
with one skewer.

Mumon's Verse 25 F

AR E 2 K5 Gutei made afool of old Tenryd,

FI N BEHE /)N B Emancipating the boy with asingle slice,
EEETFEL 7 Just asKyorel cleaved Mount Kasan
YREFEILT . Tolet the Yellow River run through.

Case 4 The Western Barbarian with No Beard R



Gz = NN R AN R i
Wakuan said, "Why has the Western Barbarian no beard?"

Mumon's Comment
MR E, REBER, [BHEEIE,

NN N X

Study should be real study, enlightenment should be real enlightenment.
A& EZEB A EG T,

Y ou should once meet this barbarian directly to be really intimate with him.
A L. LR

But saying you are really intimate with him already divides you into two.

Mumon's Verse H

Ee A\ BT Don't discuss your dream
A2 Beforeafool.

HA-7-Fe i Barbarian with no beard
WO Obscures the clarity.

Case 5 Kydgen's"Man up in aTree" f. g B

BN =, A B, AR, B, B,

Kydgen Oshd said, "It is like a man up in a tree hanging from a branch with his
mouth; his hands grasp no bough, his feet rest on no limb.

BT A ANRIPIACE ., ANERNEMPTR, 85 5P B 2K,

Someone appears under the tree and asks him, 'What is the meaning of
Bodhidharma's coming from the West? If he does not answer, he fails to respond to
the question. If he does answer, he will lose hislife.

IEARPERE VR,

What would you do in such asituation?’

Mumon's Comment

M, AP BPHRE,

Even if your eloquence flowslike ariver, it isof no avail.

i — K. IR A,

Though you can expound the whole of Buddhist literature, it is of no use.

i EEARE TEAVERISERS A, JERIE RIS S A,

If you solve this problem, you will give life to the way that has been dead until this
moment and destroy the way that has been alive up to now.

FCBARIR, A A R A,
Otherwise you must wait for Maitreya Buddha and ask him.

Mumon's Verse 28 F
75 % AL KyBgen is truly thoughtless;



= I 5% R His vice and poison are endless.
i A5 1 He stops up the mouths of the monks,
5 3 AR And devil's eyes sprout from their bodies.

Case 6 The Buddha Holds Out a Flower 7N

/s

TR AL

THRE B R LE FRERR,

When Shakyamuni Buddha was at Mount Grdhrakuta, he held out a flower to his
listeners.

TERE, SREEERIR,

Everyone was silent.

P AINHE R IR

Only Mahakashyapa broke into a broad smile.

MR, BAIEIRE. 1E8.00 B, BiEM. RS20 2O
{8, AP EE R TE,

The Buddha said, "I have the True Dharma Eye, the Marvelous Mind of Nirvana, the
True Form of the Formless, and the Subtle Dharma Gate, independent of words and
transmitted beyond doctrine. This| have entrusted to Mahakashyapa.”

Mumon's Comment

BRPHE, MEEE, EEA,

Golden-faced Gautama really disregarded his listeners.

BER RS, BRFEEE M,

He made the good look bad and sold dog's meat |abeled as mutton.

W, 2 ek,

He himself thought it was wonderful.

FUANE R RRAR S, IEJ7 ARk, VR AE{E,

If, however, everyone in the audience had laughed, how could he have transmitted
his True Eye?

ARAHINEE AN | 1B T AR ik AR A= E

And again, if Mahakashyapa had not smiled, how could the Buddha have transmitted
it?

FOEIEST IR A E2, i, FEOER,

If you say the True Dharma Eye can be transmitted, then the golden-faced old man
would be a city slicker who cheats the country bumpkin.

FOE MR R R AT,

If you say it cannot be transmitted, then why did the Buddha approve of
Mahakashyapa?

Mumon's Verse ¥H H
FEE A/t Holding out aflower,
EEE#E TheBuddhabetrayed hiscurly tail.



MEERYEE  Heaven and earth were bewildered,
ANKFEH: At Mahakashyapa's smile.

Case 7 Josh('s "Wash Y our Bowl!" £ MNPk

N, RERT, HHE AR,
A monk said to Joshd, "I have just entered this monastery.
R R,
Please teach me."
Mz, B TR,
"Have you eaten your rice porridge?' asked Josha.
=, B 14,
"Yes, | have," replied the monk.
M=, Vedkd s,
"Then you had better wash your bowl," said JoshQ.
HAEHA,
With this the monk gained insight.

Mumon's Comment

EEME, EMNEE D RE, &HOT,

When he opens his mouth, Josht shows his gallbladder. He displays his heart and
liver.

HEPER AR, Mags/ELE,

| wonder if this monk really did hear the truth. | hope he did not mistake the bell for
ajar.

Mumon's Verse 2\ H

H 5% 47 B Hi: Endeavoring to interpret clearly,
%ﬂ 4TS5 Y ou retard your attainment.
FL#s & & Don't you know that flame is fire?
RNV ELZ I Y our rice has long been cooked.

<

Case 8 Keichi the Wheel maker J\ ZfhiEHE

H R Mg, 2P s — E T,

Gettan Osh0 said, "Keichd, the first wheelmaker, made a cart whose wheels had a
hundred spokes.

FRAINER, EEE, DAL,

Now, suppose you took a cart and removed both the wheels and the axle. What
would you have?"

Mumon's Comment



BMHE, FHETHS, IR, CIRE, . 0EE,
If anyone can directly master this topic, his eye will be like a shooting star, his spirit
like aflash of lightning.

Mumon's Verse 2 H

HimiEERE  When the spiritual wheelsturn,

EEF WX Even the master failsto follow them.

VU#E ™ They travel in al directions, above and below,
AL S North, south, east, and west.

Case 9 Daits(i Chishd Buddha U KB

BRGREFN ), RERT ., RKOEE . +EES . BHERBLET. RNSEEE R
ey,

A monk asked Kdy6 Seij6, "Daitsi Chishd Buddha sat in zazen for ten kalpas and
could not attain Buddhahood. He did not become a Buddha. How could this be?"
rE ., HRGE

Seij6 said, "Y our question is quite self-explanatory.”

A, BLRAEY, RIEERGRME,

The monk asked, "He meditated so long; why could he not attain Buddhahood?"
AEHL ROV,

Seij0 said, "Because he did not become a Buddha."

Mumon's Comment

AHE, HEFERm, REFENE,

| allow the barbarian's realization, but | do not allow his understanding.
FLRAE I, BEgE A,

When an ignorant man realizesit, heis a sage.

BNFEE, BRILK,

When a sage understandsiit, heisignorant.

Mumon's Verse 8 H

THAELT LMK Better emancipate your mind than your body;
THLOFAFK When the mind is emancipated, the body is free,
F WL OMET T When both body and mind are emanci pated,
il BB Even gods and spiritsignore worldly power.

Case 10 Seizei |s Utterly Destitude 1 IERNE

HLFn T, KM s, TERLAE,
Seizei said to SO6zan, "Seizei is utterly destitude.
‘zy R



Will you give him support?"

iz, FiREEL,

S6zan called out, "Seizei!"

Pl HERE,

Seizei responded, "Yes, sir!"

LHE., FREFEHE. —FW T, BERINE,

SOzan said, "You have finished three cups of the finest wine in China, and still you
say you have not yet moistened your lips!"

Mumon's Comment

B E, EhmRE, 0T,

Seizei pretended to retreat. What was his scheme?

HILEAR, TRPEEE,

S6zan had the eye of Buddha and saw through his opponent's motive.
SREfEINJE. HoE. IREERIREAL. WRIER,

However, | want to ask you, at what point did Seizel drink wine?

Mumon's Verse 2 H

Z75FF  Poverty like Hantan's,
RANTENY  Mind like Kau's,

TEEFHEEE  With no means of livelihood,
B ELE'ES Hedarestorival therichest.

Case 11 Josh(i Sees the Hermits +— PNEE T

N, Bl—REERER . AR,

Josh( went to a hermit's cottage and asked, "Is the master in? |s the master in?"

F. BUEERH,

The hermit raised hisfist.

Mz, KERRIALE, 17,

Joshi said, "The water is too shallow to anchor here,” and he went away.
XE|—fEER . AEAE,

Coming to another hermit's cottage, he asked again, "Is the master in? |s the master
in?'

FIRERE A,

This hermit, too, raised hisfist.

M=, REftREE, RERXBETS, (E{FNE,

Joshl said, "Free to give, free to take, free to kill, free to save," and he made a deep
bow.

Mumon's Comment
MERHH, — B ARTE, BEEE —E., RN E .

=
5



Both raised their fists; why was the one accepted and the other rejected?

HiE, OEREE,

Tell me, what isthe difficulty here?

AR TS —EEE, RN S PERE. BRELE

If you can give a turning word to clarify this problem, you will realize that Joshd's
tongue has no bone in it, now helping others up, now knocking them down, with
perfect freedom.

RESRANJE SRS, N B e = B

However, | must remind you: the two hermits could also see through Josha.

FH _ETEAES. RESENR,

If you say there is anything to choose between the two hermits, you have no eye of
realization.

FEEES . RREZ 2R,

If you say there is no choice between the two, you have no eye of realization.

Mumon's Verse 2 H

AR 8 S The eye like a shooting star,
P HLEE The spirit like alighting;
#AJ) A death-dealing blade,

T& Al A life-giving sword.

Case 12 Zuigan Calls His Master + = WA A

G i, H B AN, 18 H E,

Zuigan Gen Osho called to himself every day, "Master!" and answered, "Yes, sir!”
N, BEE, O

Then he would say, "Be wide awake!" and answer, "Yes, sir!"

P2 B s A, OO,

"Henceforward, never be deceived by others!" "No, | won't!"

Mumon's Comment

BMH, Wi, BEBE. FHIAFSMER,

Old Zuigan buys and sells himself. He takes out a lot of god-masks and devil-masks
and puts them on and plays with them.

AT,

What for, eh?

O, —fEMs, —MEEE, —EEEE, —&A% N,

One calling and the other answering; one wide awake, the other saying he will never
be deceived.

PO MR ATIE A

If you stick to any of them, you will be afailure.

AR, PR B AN FLAR



If you imitate Zuigan, you will play the fox.

Mumon's Verse 45 H

B2 NRiE  Clinging to the deluded way of consciousness,
HUEBEETERRA  Students of the Way do not redlize truth.

e B E) A A SEAR The seed of birth and death through endless eons:
Fe NMafEAK N Thefool calsit the true origina self.

Case 13 Tokusan Holds His Bowls +=  fEILFEER

I, — HFEsh T,

One day Tokusan went down toward the dining room, holding his bowls.

FLBWERE B EBARIG DR, FEsAmLR A, ILIERITT L,

Seppd met him and asked, "Where are you off to with your bowls? The bell has not
rung, and the drum has not sounded." Tokusan turned and went back to his room.
LR, B, R/MEILRE R %A,

Seppd mentioned this to Gantd, who remarked, "Tokusan is renowned, but he does
not know the last word."

RS R s, RIE, N EEEIR,

Tokusan heard about this remark and sent his attendant to fetch Gantd. "Y ou do not
approve of me?' he asked.

R R

Gantd whispered his meaning.

IR ZE, B R FEEE, R B AN A,

Tokusan said nothing at the time, but the next day he ascended the rostrum, and
behold! he was very different from usual!

IR AT, ERER, HESEEG K%,

Gantd, going toward the front of the hall, clapped his hands and laughed loudly,
saying, "Congratulations! Our old man has got hold of the last word!

filL#% KN AN ARZEFH,

From now on, nobody in this whole country can outdo him!"

Mumon's Comment

MEFHH . AR A), A L EREE JLTE,

Asfor the last word, neither Gantd nor Tokusan has ever dreamed of it!
A AL — AR AR,

When you look into the matter, you find they are like puppets on the shelf!

Mumon's Verse 2 H

k58 #11/8) 1f you realize the first,
{5 5K 1% 4] Y ou master the last.
% Bl i 4] The first and the last



RIEFH —4]) Are not one word.
Case 14 Nansen Cutsthe Cat in Two VU A SR

P SRR [ IR 3ROV i S

Nansen Osho saw monks of the Eastern and Western halls quarreling over acat.
RIVRE =, RRERFAR, EARSRIETAI,

He held up the cat and said, "If you can give an answer, you will save the cat. If not,
I will kill it."

RUESE, SR,

No one could answer, and Nansen cut the cat in two.

WEEEIN S R, RN,

That evening Joshl returned, and Nansen told him of the incident.

PN T i g 22 B i

Joshi took off his sandal, placed it on his head, and walked out.

R, FAHEERIRASIE

"If you had been there, you would have saved the cat," Nansen remarked.

Mumon's Comment

BAE, HiE, BNTEEE R,

Tell me, what did J6sh mean when he put the sandal on his head?

FiHE TS, R RS AT,

If you can give aturning word on this, you will see that Nansen's decree was carried
out with good reason.

Hegl AR

If not, "Danger!"

Mumon's Verse ¥ H

HPNEAE  Had JBsh( been there,

#1Tt4  Hewould have done the opposite;
ZH1J]¥  Whenthe sword is snatched away,
FRZ A Even Nansen begsfor hislife.

Case 15 Tdzan's Sixty Blows - L =E

LR IR, MEH., SRR,

Tdzan came to study with Unmon. Unmon asked, "Where are you from?"
=, A,

"From Sato," Tdzan replied.

MH. ZIELE,

"Where were you during the summer?’

=, WP A,



"Wéll, | was at the monastery of H6zu, south of the lake."

FHE . RRFRER,

"When did you leave there,” Unmon asked.

=, AH 4T,

"On August 25" was Tozan'sreply.

PHE. Bk =,

"| spare you sixty blows," Unmon said.

2= B H A1 _ERTER,

WE H S0 a1 il =W,

The next day T6zan came to Unmon and said, "Y esterday you said you spared me
sixty blows.

ANFEELE L ERR

| beg to ask you, wherewas | at fault?’

FHE ., 8RS, VLV TN r A 2,

"Oh, you rice bag!" shouted Unmon. "What makes you wander about, now west of
the river, now south of the lake?"

LR R

Tdzan thereupon came to a mighty enlightenment experience.

Mumon's Comment

BEPIE ., EM. ERpEELAR S BOBE IR LA R . KA BRZE,

If Unmon had given Tézan the true food of Zen and encouraged him to develop an
active Zen spirit, his school would not have declined asiit did.

— AR ISR, AR KRB, SRR,

Tdzan had an agonizing struggle through the whole night, lost in the sea of right and
wrong. He reached a complete impasse. After waiting for the dawn, he again went to
Unmon, and Unmon again made him a picture book of Zen.
WILE T EE, REME.

Even though he was directly enlightened, Tdzan could not be called brilliant.

HRIEE N, AL =lEkE, SR A I,

Now, | want to ask you, should Tézan have been given sixty blows or not?
FIEAMR, BN SWREE,

If you say yes, you admit that all the universe should be beaten.
FIEANEM, EM XGRS,

If you say no, then you accuse Unmon of telling alie.

A AR, J7 B L — AR

If you really understand the secret, you will be able to breathe out Zen spirit with the
very mouth of Tdzan.

Mumon's Verse 5 H
Y2 Fd k-3 Thelion had asecret to puzzle his cub;
FERTHEES 08 The cub crouched, leaped, and dashed forward.



MG AR BAZE  The second time, a casual move led to checkmate.
RITETRGEE AL BTIR  Thefirst arrow was light, but the second went deep.

Case 16 When the Bell Sounds +oN gEEER

EFHE T B R

Unmon said, "The world is vast and wide.

PR] - 1) i P EE A B AR,

Why do you put on your seven-piece robe at the sound of the bell?

Mumon's Comment

BH, RLBMENE, s, FEEXRA,

In studying Zen, you should not be swayed by sounds and forms.

HERE R R, WA DR,

Even though you attain insight when hearing a voice or seeing a form, thisis simply
the ordinary way of things.

BRANEN, W2, B, BHEE B, EFE R,

Don't you know that the real Zen student commands sounds, controls forms, is clear-
sighted at every event and free on every occasion?
SREfEANE, HoE. EARKHEE, HIRES,

Granted you are free, just tell me: Does the sound come to the ear or does the ear go
to the sound?

EEPER R B EE

If both sound and silence die away, at such ajuncture how could you talk of Zen?
il B ARGR B T AR

While listening with you ear, you cannot tell. When hearing with your eye, you are
truly intimate.

Mumon's Verse ¥ H

ZHIFER—%  Withrealization, things make one family;

g EpT2= Without reaization, things are separated in athousand ways.
A dE—5%  Without realization, things make one family;

gH|ERIF2  With realization, things are separated in athousand ways.

Case 17 Chii the National Teacher Gives Three Calls o i R 5

SR =MaRrE, R = e,

The National Teacher called his attendant three times, and three times the attendant
responded.

SR =, R B A, JORARI AT,

The National Teacher said, "I long feared that | was betraying you, but really it was
you who were betraying me."



Mumon's Comment

MEFIE ., [SIAT =", HEHEEH,

The National Teacher called three times, and his tongue fell to the ground.
frE = HE. Tt

The attendant responded three times, and he gave his answer with brilliance.

AR AN, FR A EARR AL

The National Teacher was old and lonely; he held the cow's head and forced it to eat
grass.

fFEAREAE,

The attendant would have none of it;

EEAFEAD, HiE, IFERMEEE,

delicious food has little attraction for a man who is satiated. Tell me, at what point
was the betrayal ?

iR . FHE /NS,

When the country is flourishing, talent is prized. When the home is wealthy, the
children are proud.

Mumon's Verse 2 H

SMnE L35 A#% He carried and iron yoke with no hole

B FERAREE And left acurse to trouble his descendants.
#AAOMFFOF  1f you want to hold up the gate and the doors,
SEZEZR 1 Y ou must climb a mountain of swords with bare feet.

Case 18 Tdzan's "Masagin” +J\ R =7

TR LR, R, Al

A monk asked Tdzan, "What is Buddha?"

iz, k=7

Tozan replied, "Masagin!" [three pounds of flax].

Mumon's Comment

BEMHE, WLE AN, 2550, (86 /i A 88 AT,

Old Tdzan attained the poor Zen of a clam. He opened the two halves of the shell a
little and exposed all the liver and intestinesinside.

PN RN IR 57 AR TR
But tell me, how do you see T6zan?

Mumon's Verse 5 H

Z& Mk = JT "Three pounds of flax" came sweeping along;

= #H1 B ¥ #l Close were the words, but closer was the meaning.
i e FEF Those who argue about right and wrong



{8 )& /& JE A\ Are those enslaved by right and wrong.
Case 19 Nansen's "Ordinary Mind Is the Way" +IJL EEEE

FASR . RIEPNRT . anfaiiE,

Joshl asked Nansen, "What is the Way?"

R, FHEORE,

"Ordinary mind isthe Way," Nansen replied.

PN, & PR A A5,

"Shall | try to seek after it?" Josh( asked.

Rz, B RN,

"If you try for it, you will become separated from it," responded Nansen.
M, REESIRIE,

"How can | know the Way unless| try for it?" persisted Joshd.
Rz, EARBE, NBAK,

Nansen said, "The Way is not a matter of knowing or not knowing.
pSib it AN NV SIp o LI

Knowing is delusion; not knowing is confusion.
FEENEEZE, IR BRI ER

When you have really reached the true Way beyond doubt, you will find it as vast
and boundless as outer space.

AR,

How can it be talked about on the level of right and wrong?"
MRS TS,

With these words, Josh( came to a sudden realization.

Mumon's Comment

BEPE. RN AR, B AR, BT,

Nansen dissolved and melted away before Joshd's question, and could not offer a
plausible explanation.

HINFEEEE R E2 = FER15,

Even though Josh( comes to a redlization, he must delve into it for another thirty
years before he can fully understand it.

Mumon's Verse 2 H

FEAHBEIEKAH  The spring flowers, the autumn moon;
BEAREAAST Summer breezes, winter snow.
FEPA S OEE  If useless things do not clutter your mind,
& NMAFHEFET Y ou have the best days of your life.

Case 20 The Man of Great Strength —+ KIIEA



AR s, RN, R,

Shdgen Oshd asked, "Why isit that a man of great strength does not lift hislegs?'
Xz, BOALEEHA B,

And he also said, "It is not the tongue he speaks with."

Mumon's Comment

M, RPETHE, EERNE,

It must be said that Shdgen shows us all his stomach and intestines.
HUJERNIKE

But aas, no one can appreciate him!

HERRIEL AR . IEAT A M P R MR A,

And even if someone could appreciate him, let him come to me, and I'll beat him
severely.

{Arig,

Why?

O, ZERRES. KEF,

If you want to find pure gold, you must see it through fire.

Mumon's Verse ¥H H

TIPS ENE K ME  Lifting hisleg, he kicks up the Scented Ocean;

EEEF AR DUE K Lowering his head, he looks down on the fourth Dhyana heaven.
— 1 VR B MR 2 R There is no space vast enough for his body—

#H— ) Now, somebody write the last line here.

Case 21 Unmon's "K anshiketsu" “— ZEPRER

=R RERT, a2,

A monk asked Unmon, "What is Buddha?"

M. HRHR,

Unmon replied, "Kanshiketsu!" [A dry shit-stick.]

Mumon's Comment

EME, EMHE. FEERRE. FIOALEE,

Unmon was too poor to prepare plain food, too busy to speak from notes.
(R R A, DFEA,

He hurriedly took up shiketsu to support the Way.

fiEBLE AT B,

The decline of Buddhism was thus foreshadowed.

Mumon's Verse 38 H
P&t Lightning flashing,



ek e Sparks shooting;
Az F5iR A moment's blinking,
B Missed forever.

Case 22 Kashyapa's "Knock Down the Flagpole" A nIERAE

WNEE [RISTEERY =, RS MHIRRAN . BIE T,

Ananda asked Kashyapa, "The World-honored One gave you the golden robe; did he
give you anything else?'

TEMA . P,

"Ananda" cried Kashyapa.

e ERE,

"Yes, sir!" answered Ananda.

T, BIAIMRIRHAEE,

"Knock down the flagpole at the gate," said Kashyapa.

Mumon's Comment

ERE, HMEE NS EEEE ), B L — S R AR

If you can give aturning word at this point, you will see that the meeting at Mount
Grdhrakutais still solemnly continuing.

HEORIN, BETh, RO BEEMS A,

If not, then thisiswhat Vipasyin Buddha worried about from remote ages; up to now
he has still not acquired the essence.

Mumon's Verse 2 F

RN 2 Tell me—question or answer—which was more intimate?

A4 N\ IEARZERS Many have knit their brows over this;

SRR S 5EIE Elder brother calls, younger brother answers, and they betray the
family secret.

RIgEFEEB 2% They had a special spring, not one of yin and yang.

Case 23 Think Neither Good Nor Evil = REFERE

NAH. RIB R, B KRR,

The Sixth Patriarch was pursued by the monk My0 as far as Taiyu Mountain.
MARAZE, BAHRA s, ARG, ATO5H8 EEFE,

The patriarch, seeing My0 coming, laid the robe and bowl on a rock and said, "This
robe represents the faith; it should not be fought over. If you want to take it away,
take it now."

W 2 LR Ey . PO, BB, Fsk sKiE. IR,

My tried to move it, but it was as heavy as a mountain and would not budge.
Faltering and trembling, he cried out, "I came for the Dharma, not for the robe.



AT B R,

| beg you, please give me your instruction."

M, AR AR, IERUBER IR EEASKIE H

The patriarch said, "Think neither good nor evil. At this very moment, what is the
original self of the monk Myd?"

B RE ERETT,

At these words, Myd was directly illuminated. His whole body was covered with
sweat.

nLEVENE, MH, BREEEES. BEE AEES.

He wept and bowed, saying, "Besides the secret words and the secret meaning you
have just now revealed to me, is there anything else, deeper still?"

MH., A REHA. RIHEES,

The patriarch said, "What | have told you is no secret at all.
WM E O H L, AR,

When you look into your own true self, whatever is deeper is found right there."
o, M ERER, BEREBCEH,

Myd said, "I was with the monks under Obai for many years but | could not realize
my true self.

SRR ANE. A AFOKEE B 0,

But now, receiving your instruction, | know it is like a man drinking water and
knowing whether it is cold or warm.

AT RNJE R AT,

My lay brother, you are now my teacher."

HLZ . A 7 B T A )

The patriarch said, "If you say so, but let us both call Obai our teacher.
7 H#H,

Be mindful to treasure and hold fast to what you have attained."

Mumon's Comment

IERE. AN, REHEFEEE LY,

The Sixth Patriarch was, so to speak, hurried into helping a man in an emergency,
and he displayed a grandmotherly kindness.

BT 7 3K Tk E TR, SR AR, L EPRmE—,

It is as though he peeled a fresh lichi, removed the seed, put it in your mouth, and
asked you to swallow it down.

Mumon's Verse ¥ H

HERE% S EAEE Y ou cannot describe it; you cannot picture it;
BA KA IRAES: You cannot admire it; don't try to eat it raw.
A H % E L Your true self has nowhere to hide;
TSRS When the world is destroyed, it is not destroyed.



Case 24 Fuketsu's Speech and Silence N BEHGES

JEAN A, R, RERRREER. a0,
A monk asked Fuketsu, "Both speech and silence are faulty in being ri [Ef inward
action of mind] or bi [##% outward action of mind]. How can we escape these faults?"
Nz, RELFE=HE, EERE O LA,
Fuketsu said,

"I always remember the spring in Kénan,

Where the partridges sing;

How fragrant the countless flowers!"

Mumon's Comment

TR H ., RO AN A R AT,

Fuketsu's Zen spirit was like lightning and opened a clear passage.
PRI AT,

However, he was entangled in the monk's words and could not cut them off.
HinHREAEY. BA NS 2K,

If you can really grasp the problem, you can readily find the way out.
HHEEAIRES =k, B —sk,

Now, putting language samadhi aside, say it in your own words.

Mumon's Verse ¥H H

& B 1] He does not use arefined phrase;

HRFESE 3 Before speaking, he has already handed it over.
#E A ORI you chatter on and on,

Z0 K REHE Y ou will find you have lost your way.

Case 25 Kydzan's Dream T SRR

lfne, 2 AR, &5 =,

In a dream Kydzan Oshd went to Maitreya's place and was led in to sit in the third
sedt.

A—8F, Atir, 4 HES =L,

A senior monk struck with a gavel and said, "Today the one in the third seat will
Speak."

Lok BhE =, EEGATIEREN A, #f IR,

Ky®bzan rose and, striking with the gavel, said, "The truth of Mahayana is beyond the
four propositions and transcends the hundred negations.

itk RN S

Taichd! Taichd!" [Hear the truth!]

Mumon's Comment



HAE, Hi, E23UEADUE. BRRIE, PR X,
Now tell me, did Kybzan preach or did he not not? If he opens his mouth, he is lost;
If he seals his mouth, heislost.

BRI\ T
Even if he neither opens nor shuts his mouth, he is a hundred and eight thousand
[miles away from the truth].

Mumon's Verse ¥ H

H HFE K Inbroad daylight, under the blue sky,
iz Heforgesadream in adream;
FRPEEFEEE He makes up amonstrous story
AEO—%&  And triesto deceive the whole crowd.

Case 26 Two Monks Roll Up the Blinds TN s

HEERER, REZERT R, IRUIFHEEE,

When the monks assembled before the midday meal to listen to his lecture, the great
Hdgen of Seiryd pointed at the bamboo blinds.

P 8. [FEBHE,

Two monks simultaneously went and rolled them up.

IRH., —/F—%,

Hogen said, "One gain, one loss.”

Mumon's Comment

HME, HiE, ik,

Tell me, who gained and who lost?

A EEG IR, (EEE I AR R R

If you have an eye to penetrate the secret, you will see where Seiryd Kokushi failed.
SNEEANTE . BRIAAS R &,

However, | warn you strongly against discussing gain and loss.

Mumon's Verse 2 F

BEABAMIRZE  Rolling up the blinds, the great sky is open,
KZEMRAES But the great sky does not come up to Zen.

UL ZEER T Why don't you throw them all down from the sky,
ffn g 2 RiE . And keep your practice so close that no air can escape?

Case 27 Nansen's "Not Mind, Not Buddha, Not Things" T RO

PSRN, RMER =, B RN EL R EE,
A monk asked Nansen, "Is there any Dharma that has not been preached to the
people?"



R, A,

Nansen answered, "Thereis."

S, AfE AR B A FRRTA,

"What is the truth that has not been taught?' asked the monk.
R, RElb, NEMH, ~EY,

Nansen said, "It isnot mind; it is not Buddha; it is not things."

Mumon's Comment
HME, PEREE M. BESmERA, BEAD,
At this question, Nansen used up all histreasure and was not a little confused.

Mumon's Verse 5 H

T 8 7 78 Talking too much spoils your virtue;
= E 44 ) Silence is truly unequaled.

AL 1B TE Let the mountains become the seg;
KR B 1@ 'l give you no comment.

Case 28 Ry(tan Blows Out the Candle I\ AR

FETE., [RITE LGS e HEAE,

Tokusan asked Ry(tan about Zen far into the night.

Hr, IR,

At last Ry(tan said, "The night is late.

SRLENNES

Why don't you retire?"

2 ERRmE, A mEAE =, S,

Tokusan made his bows and lifted the blinds to withdraw, but he was met by
darkness. Turning back to Ry(tan, he said, "It is dark outside.”

TR )BT i B

Ry(tan lit a paper candle and handed it to him.

HLERE, TR,

Tokusan was about to take it when Ry(tan blew it out.

LR BRI, B FE,

At this, al of asudden, Tokusan went through a deep experience and made bows.
o, FAE L E P,

Ry(tan said, "What sort of realization do you have?'

Iz, FEHPES B EAREER T R & B,

"From now on," said Tokusan, "I will not doubt the words of an old oshd who is
renowned everywhere under the sun.”

WA, REEEE . AT EE, g, f e,

The next day Rydtan ascended the rostrum and said, "I see a fellow among you. His
fangs are like the sword tree. His mouth is like a blood bowl.



— R FT R [E] 8,

Strike him with a stick, and he won't turn his head to look at you.

e B fIETE N7 R ETE,

Someday or other, he will climb the highest of the peaks and establish our Way
there."

R BGAP E AL AT, kIR =, 8558 ZLHE, A - ZEB0ANE. B

R — TR EE,

Tokusan brought his notes on the Diamond Sutra to the front of the hall, pointed to
them with atorch, and said, "Even though you have exhausted the abtruse doctrines,
it is like placing a hair in a vast space. Even though you have learned all the secrets
of theworld, it islike adrop of water dripped on the great ocean."

B D E,

And he burned all his notes.

R RS,

Then, making bows, he took hisleave of histeacher.

Mumon's Comment

MR E, fELR MR, OEE, nOO, S5 T ERAEN B E 2 5,
Before Tokusan crossed the barrier from his native place, his mind burned and his
mouth uttered bitterness. He went soutward, intending to stamp out the doctrines of
special transmission outside the sutras.

e BRI B RSB

When he reached the road to Reish(, he asked an old woman to let him have lunch to
"refresh the mind."

B, KREEHA-PR LTS,

"Your worship, what sort of literature do you carry in your pack?' the old woman
asked.

=, eRFEEERTD,

"Commentaries on the Diamond Sutra," replied Tokusan.

B, FUnmEHE, mE LA, AL G, RO,

The old woman said, "l hear it issaid in that sutra, "The past mind cannot be held, the
present mind cannot be held, the future mind cannot be held.'

KT, SRR L,

Now, | would like to ask you, what mind are you going to have refreshed?’

Tl — R, EAS DO,

At this question Tokusan was dumbfounded.

SREEANJE . REMZE R TIEA, ZE T FRA LA,

However, he did not remain inert under her words but asked, "Do you know of any
good teacher around here?’

Yo, TSV BEEN M,

The old woman said, "Five miles from here you will find Rydtan Oshé."

Ko B RETR AN AA.,



Coming to Rydtan, Tokusan got the worst of it.

AIRE AT NEE RS,

His former words were inconsistent with hislater ones.

FETE LU HE A R R

As for Rydtan, he seemed to have lost all sense of shame in his compassion toward
his son.

SUAAEE - KRR, BRI /K RS B — 515 R,

Finding a bit of live coa in the other, enough to start a fire, he hurriedly poured on
muddy water to annihilate everything at once.

MHBER, —HHE,
A little cool reflection tellsusit was al afarce.

Mumon's Verse 48 H

M4 A4n i Hearing the name cannot surpass seeing the face;
REAWRE4  Seeing the face cannot surpass hearing the name.
BESRRAFEFL  He may have saved his nose,

SLFERIIRIE  Butaas! helost hiseyes.

Case 29 The Sixth Patriarch's"Y our Mind Moves" T FERIERE

AN KRR, A 8. ¥,

The wind was flapping a temple flag, and two monks started an argument.
—, WEE, —x=, JEE,

One said the flag moved, the other said the wind moved,;

TG R,

they argued back and forth but could not reach a conclusion.

=, AR, AR, O,

The Sixth Patriarch said, "It is not the wind that moves, it is not the flag that moves,
it isyour mind that moves."

“AEIR,

The two monks were awe-struck.

Mumon's Comment

BEMH, ANEEE), AEREE), A2 DE), R AR,

It is not the wind that moves; it is not the flag that moves; it is not the mind that
moves. How do you see the patriarch?

i H R AR, J5m RS,

If you come to understand this matter deeply, you will see that the two monks got
gold when buying iron.

AT A AL —5RE,

The patriarch could not withhold his compassion and courted disgrace.



Mumon's Verse 4 H

JEE.CoE) Wind, flag, mind, moving,

—JRGEE  All equally to blame.

HEBH B Only knowing how to open his mouith,
AEEEE  Unaware of hisfault in talking.

Case 30 Baso's " This Very Mind Is the Buddha' =+ AR

St RIRHERT . el 2,

Daibai asked Baso, "What is the Buddha?"
=, B0,

Baso answered, "This very mind is the Buddha."

Mumon's Comment

WM H, SREE TEMfE. FihA RO, SUREE. 1T T, Rk,

If you directly grasp Baso's meaning, you wear the Buddhas clothes, eat the
Buddha's food, speak the Buddha's words, do the Buddha's deeds—that is, you are a
Buddha himself.

SREEANIE. KRMgDIZD N, sl e A,

However, alas! Daibai misled not a few people into taking the mark on the balance
for the weight itself.

FEERE BT, = H#KH,

How could he readlize that even mentioning the word "Buddha" should make us rinse
out our mouths for three days?

e, FE RO R, MEEE,

If aman of understanding hears anyone say, "This very mind is the Buddha," he will
cover hisears and rush away.

Mumon's Verse 5 H

HARKAH Thebluesky and bright day,

Ul==%  No more searching around!

FR4n{ar - "What is the Buddha?' you ask:

FolEnL e With loot in your pocket, you declare yourself innocent.

Case 31 JBsh(l Investigates an Old Woman =+— HMNEE

N, RS REE -, 2L R RE R,

A monk asked an old woman, "What is the way to Taisan?"
Er, BEZE,

The old woman said, "Go straight on."

EAT =T, B, AFfEameE, XEEE,



When the monk had proceeded a few steps, she said, "A good, respectable monk, but
he too goes that way."

BA LN,

Afterward someone told Jshi about this.

Mz, F5Fk 5 BRI IS 21

Joshl said, "Wait abit, | will go and investigate the old woman for you."

W B E LI a2, IR,

The next day he went and asked the same question, and the old woman gave the
same answer.

MEFRERE ., 2 FRELCEIM T H,
On returning, Josh( said to his disciples, "I have investigated the old woman of
Taisan for you."

Mumon's Comment

WP H B R AR TEMENE . 22 H BN,

The old woman only knew how to sit still in her tent and plan the campaign; she did
not know when she was shadowed by a spy.

HINE N, EHAMREEZER, X H R A,

Though old Jéshl showed himself clever enough to take a camp and overwhelm a
fortress, he displayed no trace of being a great commander.

wE A, AR,

If we look at them, they both have their faults.

HiB, AN, IR TR,

But tell me, what did Josh( see in the old woman?

Mumon's Verse 2 H

MIBE—fi% The question was like the others,
ZIRFEEL  The answer was the same.
fREA K>  Sandintherice,

e A#]  Thornsin the mud.

Case 32 A Non-Buddhist Philosopher Questions the Buddha i
SRET

e, KSAMER, REAE. AEES,

A non-Buddhist philosopher said to the Buddha, "I do not ask for words; | don not
ask for non-words."

TH BRI,

The Buddha just sat there.

SMEBE s, HERFEKRAE, FEREETHSEA,

The philosopher said admiringly, "The World-honored One, with his great mercy,
has blown away the clouds of my illusion and enabled me to enter the Way."



Jh Bmgim 2=,
And after making bows, he took hisleave.

ST R . S E A TR KT,
Then Ananda asked the Buddha, "What did he realize, to admire you so much?"

R At RS RIS AT,
The World-honored One replied, "A fine horse runs even at the shadow of the whip."

Mumon's Comment

BEFH ., BT oh1-. s andhE RAE, HiE, ShMEEME S FHEZ D,
Ananda was the Buddha's disciple, but his understanding was not equal to that of the
non-Buddhist. | want to ask you, what difference is there between the Buddha's
disciple and the non-Buddhist?

Mumon's Verse 2 F

@17 _E4T  Onthe edge of asword,

JKifE L& Over theridge of an iceberg,

ARPEHERS  With no steps, no ladders,
WERT  Climbing the cliffs without hands.

Case 33 Baso's"No Mind, No Buddha" —t+= JFELIEM

B, KfER. e,
A monk asked Baso, "What is the Buddha?'

HH. FELIE,

Baso answered, "No mind, no Buddha."

Mumon's Comment
BERH, AHRE RS, 22RE,
If you understand this, you have finished studying Zen.

Mumon's Verse 2 F

BAERIFZHSY Present asword if you meet a swordsman;
REFEAFEREL  Don't offer apoem unless you meet a poet.
EANHFL =%  Whentalking, tell one-third of it;
Ku[ehi—f  Don'tdivulge the whole at once.

mE
%A
D
r]i]l}/F

Case 34 Nansen's "Reason Is Not the Way" =Y

PR, DA, BARRE,
Nansen said, "Mind is not the Buddha, reason is not the Way."

Mumon's Comment



BMH, FMRATHE, BN

Nansen, growing old, had no shame.

HEBH B 1. KIS,

Just opening his stinking mouth, he let slip the family secrets.
SRR, HBEE D,

Y et there are very few who are grateful for his kindness.

Mumon's Verse 5 H

K H 88 H The sky clears, the sun shines bright,

’Y T H#t_[-7% The rain comes, the earth gets wet.

‘‘‘‘ ha #B#E T He opens his heart and expounds the whole secret,
HAYE A K But | fear heislittle appreciated.

Case 35 Seijd's Soul Separated =+H fiHEsh

TALRME =, e 2clEst, N6 & B
Goso said to his monks, "Seij6's soul separated from her being. Which was the real
Seijo?'

Mumon's Comment

HRH, AREEEGEK, R HBSARNE kE,
When you realize what the real is, you will see that we pass from one husk to another
like travelers stopping for a night's lodging.

HealioRk, YIERELE,
But if you do not redlize it yet, | earnestly advise you not to rush about wildly.
FERHUK KR —H, &5 88 £ ) U,

When earth, water, fire, and air suddenly separate, you will be like a crab struggling
in boiling water with its seven or eight arms and legs.

AR S ANE,
When that happens, don't say | didn't warn youl!

Mumon's Verse 2 F

£ H /&R  The moon above the cloudsis ever the same;

%L 2 Valleys and mountains are separate from each other.
EAEEE  All are blessed, all are blessed;

&—s_. Arethey oneor are they two?

Case 36 When Y ou Meet a Man of the Way =N BEEE

HAAE, BEEE AN, NEEEEE, HaE., AR,
Goso said, "When you meet a man of the Way on the path, do not meet him with
words or in silence. Tell me, how will you meet him?"



Mumon's Comment

BEFIH ., H A RO AR,

In such a case, if you can manage an intimate meeting with him it will certainly be
gratifying.

HEORIN, HWZH—BRFIR,

But if you cannot, you must be watchful in every way.

Mumon's Verse 28 H

[ PESESTPN M eeting a man of the Way on the road,
NS S Meet him with neither words nor silence.
WNREEE 2% A punch on the jaw:
ENR=ECE=y Understand, if you can directly understand.
Case 37 Josh('s Oak Tree =+t EFTFaR

E= AN INPNE (=1 N L P2 AR =

A monk asked Joshi, "What is the meaning of Bodhidharma's coming to China?"
M, FERTFER A,

Joshl said, "The oak treein the garden."”

Mumon's Comment

PR, 5 )N A R AR, Al R0 1% M),

If you understand Jdshi's answer intimately, there is no Shakya before you, no
Maitreyato come.

Mumon's Verse 25 F

SR EF Words cannot express things;
FEARFREE  Speech does not convey the spirit.

A SHTE  Swayed by words, oneislost;

A% % Blocked by phrases, oneis belwildered.

Case 38 A Buffalo Passes the Window =+ AR

TAHHE . Bk EasaG. BE A PUERES S T, KRR AN,
Goso said, "A buffalo passes by the window. His head, horns, and four legs all go
past. But why can't the tail passtoo?"

Mumon's Comment
M, 7

A SEEAE, FAG IR, TSRS, TR ESRIUE T E = A,



If you make a complete about-face, open your eye, and give a turning word on this
point, you will be able to repay the four kinds of love that have favored you and help
the sentient beings in the three realms who follow you.

FEiRAR, AN R D AA1S,

If you are still unable to do this, return to this tail and reflect upon it, and then for the
first time you will realize something.

Mumon's Verse 8 F

18 ZFEHTE Passing by, it fallsinto a ditch;

a1 3k 1 gl 158 Coming back, all theworse, it islost.
FULR M1 Thistiny little tail,

B AR What a strange thing it is!

1)
I

Case 39 A Mistake in Speaking =+ 5

Ji

p=(111t
o
Hankt

EM, KB, SCHR BB,
A monk said to Unmon, "The brilliance of the Buddha silently illuminates the whole
universe. . ."

—AIARHME, PIEH. S AEEMTS ¥ s,
But before the could finish the verse, Unmon said, "Aren't those the words of
Choetsu the Genius?"

=, f,

"Yes, they are," answered the monk.

M, G,

"Y ou have slipped up in your speaking,” Unmon said.

‘e, et s, HiE, IRERFEEEEE,

Afterward, Shishin Zenji brought up the matter and said, "Tell me, at what point did
the monk err in his speaking?'

Mumon's Comment

BEFIE ., EE R RAAEMHEME, AEEREEENE, HEE KRS B,

If you clearly understand this and realize how exacting Unmon was in his method,
and what made the monk err in his speaking, you are qualified to be a teacher of
heaven and earth.

HHARHA, BT,
If you are not yet clear about it, you are far from saving yourself.

Mumon's Verse 8 H

2 TS A linecastin the rapids,

BfEEE  Thegreedy will be caught.

F#%&#EB]  Before you start to open your mouth,
PEmEEH]  Your lifeisalready lost!



Case 40 Tipping Over a Water Bottle U+ OERS

RILANTE ARfE | oS T R,

When Isan Oshd was with Hyakujo, he was tenzo [H#L# head cook] of the
monastery.

Bl BREIGREAN, JURERl EREER TEE. HAEE AT,
Hyakuj6 wanted to choose a master for Mount Tai-i, so he called together all the

monks and told them that anyone who could answer his question in an outstanding
manner would be chosen.

BRI, B BRI . NSRRI,

Then he took awater bottle and stood it on the floor, and said, "Y ou may not call this
awater bottle. What do you call it?'

), A AT EAR O,

The head monk said, "It cannot be called a stump."

[ER ALY NI

Hyakuj0 asked Isan his opinion.

L5 OB R 2=,

|san tipped over the water bottle with his feet and went out.

HXR, B WAL,

Hyaku;j6 laughed and said, "The head monk loses.”

Kl s 1

And Isan was named as the founder of the new monastery.

Mumon's Comment

WME, RIL—H25B, SAkECEEA L, BB, (HEAFHEE,

Isan displayed great spirit in his action, but he could not cut himself free from
Hyakujd's apron strings. He preferred the heavier task to lighter one.

farig, O,

Why was he like that, eh?

AR TR, HEEC B,

He took off his headband to bear the iron yoke.

Mumon's Verse 28 H

& T R EfEH- A4 Tossing bamboo baskets and ladles away,

B B — 2S5 He made a glorious dash and swept all before him.
AL EREM A E Hyakujd's barrier cannot stop his advance;
L O H B anik - Thousands of Buddhas come forth from the tips of his feet.

Case 41 Bodhidharma's Mind-Pacifying U+—  ZEEZ O



P I BE,

Bodhidharma sat facing the wall.

B ERvA=

The Second Patriarch stood in the snow.

B =, B DRE, ZRIZD,

He cut off his arm and presented it to Bodhidharma, crying, "My mind has no peace
asyet! | beg you, master, please pacify my mind!"

ER. PO TR L,

"Bring your mind here and | will pacify it for you," replied Bodhidharma.
=, FO TR,

"I have searched for my mind, and | cannot take hold of it,” said the Second
Patriarch.

BER. R,

"Now your mind is pacified," said Bodhidharma

Mumon's Comment

WERE, O, 0 BMEE R M2k,

The broken-toothed old Hindu came so importantly, thousands of miles over the sea.
A A M SRR TR

This was raising waves where there was no wind.

RiezfF—EM AN, HERNIRA A,

In his last years he induced enlightenment in his disciple, who, to make matters
worse, was defective in the six roots.

O, & = BB AasIU=,
Why, Shasanro did not know for ideographs.

Mumon's Verse 2 H

PEAKEFE  Coming east, directly pointing,

HIKMBE  You entrusted the Dharma, and trouble arose;
PERE#EFRL  The clamor of the monasteries

Ak &0 Isall because of you.

Case 42 The Girl Comes out of Samadhi u+— ZF+HE

R . KSCER, ERE RS BRIERE A A5 R AR,

Once, in the old days, in the time of the World-honored One, Manjusri went to the
assembly of the Buddhas and found that everyone had departed to his origina
dwelling place.

YEAT — L NI A A A =R,

Only agirl remained, sitting in samadhi close to the Buddha's throne.

SCERTT B, AT NFle i A T AN



Manjusri asked Shakyamuni Buddha, "Why can the girl get near the Buddha's throne,
while | cannot?’

W SOk, AR 2, B =BRE, T E R,

Shakyamuni Buddha said, "Bring her out of her samadhi and ask her yourself."
HREL A=, BHE— T, JHHEEAEREHAR ) MmN EE

Manjusri walked around the girl three times, snapped his fingers once, took her to the
Brahma heaven, and exerted all his miraculous powers to bring her out of her
meditation, but in vain.

RS R E T SOk IR I 2 NE AR

The World-honored One said, "Even a hundred thousand Manjusris cannot make her
wake up.

7 — A AR B A R B R RE,

But down below, past twelve hundred million lands as innumerable as the sands of
Ganges, there is a Bodhisattva Momya.

AE H I 22 NE

He will be able to rouse her from her samadhi."

ZHER R OR o ey e (2, s R A,

Instantly the Bodhisattva Momyd emerged from the earth and made a bow to the
World-honored One, who gave him hisimperial order.

AL NARFE — T

The Bodhisattva went over to the girl and snapped his fingers once.

LN FRAEE T

At this she came out of her samadhi.

Mumon's Comment
WEME., BEv-, ME SR AN,
Old Shakyamuni put a petty drama on the stage and failed to enlighten the masses.

HibE, SCBOEEfhchil, REH K ANERE,

| want to ask you: Manjusri is the teacher of the Seven Buddhas; why couldn't he
arouse the girl from her samadhi?

BRI R, R LA AR,

How was it that MOGmy0, a Bodhisattva at the beginner's stage, could do it?

Frln) 2 AT, SERRICICIRIN R,

If you understand this intimately, you will enjoy Nagyas grand samadhi in the
busiest activity of consciousness.

Mumon's Verse 2 H

H 15 H A< %5 One was successful, the other was not;
4842 H H Both secured freedom of mind.

¥4 5E I HL E7 One in a god-mask, the other in a devil-mask;
HCR = B Even in defeat, a beautiful performance.



Case 43 Shuzan's Shippei u+= HumE

BRI, TR R s, SRR A AT BRI

Shuzan Oshd held up his shippei [staff of office] before his disciples and said, "Y ou
monks! If you call this a shippei, you oppose its reality.

AMEVET BRI,

If you do not call it ashippel, you ignore the fact.

Wt N, HiE, Wa/ESLEE,

Tell me, you monks, what will you call it?"

Mumon's Comment

BEFTH ., MR AI A,

If you call it ashippei, you oppose itsredlity.
AR RIS,

If you do not call it ashippel, you ignore the fact.
PEAGE, NFEGE,

Words are not available; silence is not available.
HIE, JHIHE,

Now, tell me quickly, what isit?

Mumon's Verse 35 H

FEEATE Holding up the shippei,

17754  Hetakeslife, he giveslife.

i~ Bh  Opposing and ignoring interweave.

ff0Z#  Even Buddhas and patriarchs beg for their lives.

Case 44 Bashd's Staff PU-PL  EAEFERL

BRI RR s, R, FRER 507
Bashd Osho said to his disciples, "If you have a staff, | will give you a staff.
RN FREMR FLF

If you have no staff, | will take it from you."

Mumon's Comment

BEPTH ., TRIEEEK, PR AL,

It helps me wade across a river when the bridge is down. It accompanies me to the
village on a moonless night.

AMAEREAL. AR,

If you call it astaff, you will enter hell like an arrow.



Mumon's Verse 4 F
77 R B The depths and shallows of the world
AR Areall inits grasp.

[ R CJFE M It supports the heaven and sustains the earth.
I8 R A1 o Everywhere, it enhances the doctrine,

Case 45 Héen's "Who Is He?" DU+ il 2 Fe] 5

SRS ATAEL R0 s 404 2 . 0L

Hden of Tdzan said, "Even Shakya and Maitreya are servants of another.
HaE. i BT,

| want to ask you, who is he?"

Mumon's Comment

HEFIE, R EE, B e RO ER AR L, AN ZE R R GE 2 B
S

If you can really see this "another" with perfect clarity, it is like encountering your
own father at a crossroads. Why should you ask whether you recognize him or not?

Mumon's Verse 2 H

= ZEH:  Don't draw another's bow,
S EES  Don't ride another's horse,
fhFEEHE  Don't discuss another's faults,
i ZFE % Don't explore another's affairs.

Case 46 Proceed On from the Top of the Pole U+78 ZESAENR

AR =, BREEE, afrdEAx,

Sekisd Osho asked, "How can you proceed on further from the top of a hundred-foot
pole?!

s, EREHAEAN, RS AR IE,

Another eminent teacher of old said, "Y ou, who sit on the top of a hundred-foot pole,
although you have entered the Way you are not yet genuine.

BRAEEE, AT R e,

Proceed on from the top of the pole, and you will show your whole body in the ten
directions.”

Mumon's Comment

BEAE, EEAR WSS, TR AR,

If you go on further and turn your body about, no place is left where you are not the
master.



SREEANSE. HalE, B RAEH, s, &,
But even so, tell me, how will you go on further from the top of a hundred-foot pole?
Eh?’

Mumon's Verse ¥ H

[EHITE A IR He darkens the third eye of insight
PETREME B And clings to the first mark on the scale.
FRE REHE 4 Even though he may sacrifice his life,

— 5 5|2 E Heisonly ablind man leading the blind.

iy
i
1]

Case 47 Tosotsu's Three Barriers 4+t

&
C.

BRI i =R 2

Tosotsu Etsu Oshd set up three barriers for his disciples:

T2 U R A,

1. You leave no stone unturned to explore profundity, ssmply to see into your true
nature.

A4 B ANPEAE LR,
Now, | want to ask you, just at this moment, where is your true nature?

kAT BT I A S

2. If you realize your true nature, you are free from life and death.

IRSEHe s, VRIEA i,

Tell me, when your eyesight deserts you at the last moment, how can you be free
from life and death?

BAGA SN iR, DU RSB A) F bR 2
3. When you set yourself free from life and death, you should know your ultimate
destination. So when the four elements separate, where will you go?

Mumon's Comment

BEMHE., HRe T =, (] LIRERRIE @A =,

If you can put turning words to these three questions, you are the master wherever
you may stand and command Zen whatever circumstances you may bein.

HEORIK, OG5, ML,
If otherwise, listen: gulping down your meal will fill you easily, but chewing it well
can sustain you.

Mumon's Verse 23 F

— B £ %) This moment's thoughts sees through eternal time;

e Eh = ANAN4  Eternal timeisjust this moment.

4 Ok & —7&  If you see through this moment's thought,

O a4 CE N Y ou see through the man who sees through this moment.



Case 48 Kempd's One Road PU+-)\  EzidE— %

ORI, RUERYT . Ol —BIEaEm,
A monk asked Kempd Osho, "It is written, 'Bhagavats in the ten directions. One
straight road to Nirvana.'

AR IR LR,

| still wonder where the road can be."

R, H S, fEHE,

Kempd lifted his staff, drew aline, and said, "Hereit is."

BEFEREM.

L ater the monks asked the same question to Unmon,

MHER =, BrOkE= +=K, HEEFESL,

who held up his fan and said, "This fan jumps up to the thirty-third heaven and hits
the nose of the deity Sakra Devanam Indra.

HER A FT R,

When you strike the carp of the eastern sea, the rain comes down in torrents."

Mumon's Comment

HAH, — ANREEBET, OHHE, —ARE&ELUE, BiREX,

One, going to the bottom of the sea, lifts up clouds of dust; the other, on the top of
the highest mountain, rises towering waves to wash the sky.

ERBAT, & H—EFHREGRE,

One holding fast, the other letting go, each stretches out his hand to support the
profound teaching.

RALL P i ot - AH 43 3

They are just like two riders starting from opposite ends of the course and meeting in
the middle.

T F T R

But none on earth can be absolutely direct.

IERREIA — R B ATR K TATE,

When examined with atrue eye, neither of these two great masters knows the road.

Mumon's Verse 35 H

REIREFEE ] Before astep istaken, the goal is reached;
RENEREHL T Before the tongue is moved, the speech is finished.
[H B E TR Though each moveis ahead of the next,
TWZEAA 7 F#&  Thereistill atranscendent secret.

Mumon's Postscript %y

e b R . ORGSR R ERIRE,



The sayings and doings of the Buddha and the patriarchs have been set down in their
origina form.

etflsEs. BRI,

Nothing superfluous has been added by the author, who has taken the lid off his head
and exposed his eyeballs.

LN NN

Your direct realization is demanded; it should not be sought through others.
PSR KR,

If you are a man of realization, you will immediately grasp the point at the slightest
mention of it.

TEERYF R, JREERS R AT T

Thereis no gate for you to go through; there are no stairs for you to ascend.

Pl 7 P el A R A B

Y ou pass the checkpoint, squaring your shoulders, without asking permission of the
keeper.

SRR LZIE, BN M, BEEE N B,

Remember Gensha's saying, "No-gate is the gate of emancipation; no-meaning is the
meaning of the man of the Way."

XHEZEE, WHIAZE RS, R N,

And Hakuun says, "Clearly you know how to talk of it, but why can't you pass this
simple, specific thing?"'

RIS, IR R TR,

However, al thiskind of talk islike making a mud pie with milk and butter.
AP I A A

If you have passed the Mumonkan, you can make afool of Mumon.
HEARFEME ., IRZEAA

If not, you are betraying yourself.

pril. 1RO S EE, 2R #E,

It is easy to know the Nirvana mind but difficult to attain the wisdom of
differentiation.

IS AENE B H 75,
When you have realized this wisdom, peace and order will reign over your land.

iR E g AR I H

The change of era to Jotei [1228], five days before the end of summer session
Ml \ At HEFEL ERBR R,

Respectfully inscribed by Mumon Ekai Bhikkhu, eighth in succession from Ydgi

HEME B



Wu-wen kuan (Mumonkan)  End of the book

Source
English trandation by late Zen master Katsuki Sekida (Two Zen Classics 26-137)



